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BCC Students Capitalize On Teachable 
Moment on Robert De Niro Movie Set 
F or young student filmmakers there's nothing like stepping out of the classroom and onto a 
real movie shoot. Bronx Community 
College Media Tech s tudents did 
exact ly that on September 27 w hen 
they had a n unexpected conversation 
w ith Ci nematogra pher and 
Steadicam Operator Larry 
McConkey on the set of Robert De 
Niro 's next directorial feature film , 
The Good Shepherd, the hi s tory of 
over 40 years in the CIA. By happen-
stance, the movie was being shot on 
campus. The members of the class 
saw th is caravan of movie supply 
trailers near the Rotunda of Gould 
They decided to 
Stopping at the last open trailer, they 
spotted McConkey, in short pants, 
finishing off a yogurt . He said it was 
" downtime before his afternoon 
shooting schedule began at 1:30 
p.m." Professor Wisotsky who teach-
es the class, CMT 10, Introduction to 
Televis ion Technology class, decided 
capitalize on the teachable 
The c lass fired a volley of questions 
at McConkey about steadicam cam-
eras (camera stabi Iizers or attach-
ments used to capture smooth look-
ing vid eo even when the camera and 
camera operator are in motion) , the 
se lection of lenses for Panavis ion 
Media Tech students pose with 
Larry M cConkey during a break. 
cameras, the aesthetic relationships 
between the cinematographer, the 
director and steadicam opera tors , and 
how McConkey got into the 
moviemaking business. M cConkey, 
finding himself suddenly the teacher, 
parried questions with descriptions 
about the proper use of stead icams 
techniques learned and practiced in 
over 25 years of film shoots. He has 
operated his steadicam in dozens of 
memorable films, including Wired to 
Win (2005), Kill Bill Vol. I & 2 
(2004 & 2003), The Sopranos (1999) 
TV series, Mission Impossible 
(1996), Carlito:S Way (1993), Jungle 
Fever (1991), and The Bonfire of'the 
Vanities (1990). 
The fact that Angelina lolie and Matt 
Damon were inside Gould Memorial 
Library on the movie set, only fee t 
away, didn ' t distract the intently li s-
tening Media Tech s tudents from 
concentrating on McConkey 's 
words. 
Afterwards , Media Tech s tudent 
Shateea Harris remarked , "I am very 
grateful that such an esteemed mem-
ber of the motion picture industry 
found time, one and a ha lf hours to 
talk with us on the movie set of The 
Good Shepherd. Now, I better under-
stand the role of the cinematographer 
and 
Continued on page 2 
Views from Freshman Convocation at BCC 
B
CC welcomed its Fall 2005./i"eshmen with 
speech. song and dance on Thursday. 
September 29. 2005 in the Gould Memorial 
Library Auditorium. 
speake f; Nan cy Hunter Denney. 
addressed the freshmen. encouraging them to get 
involved and leave their ':fingelprints" on B CC . 
The B CC Dancers. under the instruc tion of Prof 
Sue Moss. were on hand to welcome the s tudents 
with a live ly and cololft" performance. 
Wendly Pons. President of the Student Government 
Association. introduced herself to the ne w students. 
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steadicam operator and how they artisti-
cally interpret the script into a collabora-
tive visual style. What an incredible ciass 
this Jias been today!" . -
Sam Magnus, a student in Professor 
Wisotsky's "History and Theory of Film 
_ Class" added: "The creative relationship 
that Mr. McConkey has with Director of 
Photography Bob Richardson on this film 
and Director Robert De Niro really made 
me understand the tremendous amount of 
pre-production planning and implementa-
tion that goes into the entire steadicam 
design and look of the film." 
McConkey seemed to enjoy the 
impromptu exchange with students with 
whom he- agJ;eed to be photographed. 
When a student asked McConkey how he 
got into the bUSiness, he said: "I was trying . 
to cut a math class at Cornell so 1 substitut-
ed a course on basiCS ofmoviemaking." 
Prof. Jeffrey Wisotsky, director of the 
Media Technology'Program, which is part 
of the Communication Arts & Sciences 
Department at BCe added, "WQat a won-
derful opportunity for our students to hear 
Mr. McConkey talk about his craft as a 
cinematographer and steadicam operator 
in . the motion picture industry. Larry . 
brings over -25 years of. experie.nce in his 
craft ~d shares so passionately with our 
students the inside story of working with 
such great directors as Martin Scorsese, 
Quentin Tarantino and Spike Lee. The 
film's Bronx segment, shot on the BCC 
campUs, was completed-in October. 
-. '"l<.' . - , -
Quote 'of the Month 
"In the name of certainty, the 
greatest crimes have been 
committed against humanity." 
En Espanol: 
"En el nombre decerteza, los 
crimines masgrandes se han 
-cometido contra la hUillaDidad." 
Carlos Fuentes 
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ver one billion Muslims a ll over the world 
will participate in fasting from sun-up till 
sundown, for the holy month of Ramadan. 
Ramadan is the ninth month in the lunar calendar 
that has 29 or 30 days, depending on the sighting 
of the new moon. When the new moon has been 
sighted by a "reliable source" Muslims begin fast-
ing the next morning with a short prayer of inten-
tion to fast for the month of Ramadan. In the early 
hours of morning, before sunrise, a smal l meal is 
had called "shoor. " When the sun sets people 
gather together at masjids, or people stay at home 
with fami ly and friends and share dates, sweets 
and water to break their fast; this is referred to as 
the " I ftar. " 
There are five obligations that a Muslim observes 
known as the five pillars of Islam. The first pillar 
is the testimony and verbal vocalization that there 
is One God and that Muhammad (p.b.h.) is God's 
prophet and messenger after previous prophets 
Moses, Abraham, Jesus etc . (Peace and blessings 
be upon them all) The second pillar is prayer five 
times a day at stated times; the third is charity to 
the poor, followed by pilgrimage to the Holy city 
of Mecca (if one can afford it) and last, fasting 
during the month of Ramadan. 
In the Qur ' an -- the Muslim 's holy book -- God 
says that " Ramadan is the (month) in which the 
Qu ' ran was sent down, as a guide to mankind, 
also clear (signs) for guidance and judgment 
(between right and wrong)." (185. Surah 2) 
Islamic tradition states that Prophet Muhammad, 
(p.b.h) received the revelation of the Qu ' ran in 610 
c .e. during the month of Ramadan at forty years of 
age. It also states that it was revealed through the 
angel Gabrie l to Muhammad over a 23-year span. 
Islamic history and tradition g ives thi s account of 
the first revelation that Muhammad received 
which later became compiled in a book i.e. , the 
Holy Qu ' ran: 
" One day, while . . . in the cave of Hira , 
Muhammad saw an angel with a writ in his hand. 
The angel said, 'Read! ' 'I cannot read,' said 
Muhammad. The angel squeezed him in a con-
stricting embrace, and then let him go. ' Read ,' he 
sa id again . 
' I cannot read ; repeated Muhammad [Muhammad 
reall y could not read] 
The angel squeezed him again , then le t him go, 
say ing ' Read .' In fear lease he be squeezed again , 
Muhammad sa id, ' what do I read? 
' Read in the name of your Lord who has crea ted , 
Created man from a clot, Read and your Lord is 
Most Gracious, Who has taught with the pen, 
Taught man what he did not know."'(96:1-5)The 
Life a/Muhammad Based on the Earliest Sources 
by Tah a l-Ismali. 
For Muslims this is a very blessed month, so they 
try to do as many good deeds as they can to reap 
the benefits of this holy month. Some of the things 
that they observe during this month are NO eating, 
drinking, and sexual intercourse, from sun up to 
sun down. Prophet Muhammad (p.b.h) "once said, 
"five things break a person's fast: Lying, backbit-
ing, spreading rumors, false testimony and a lust-
ful gaze" (JABIR related by Anas in What Islam is 
All About by Yahiya Emerick). It should be noted 
that on a regular basis one tries to avoid these 
things naturally; however, during Ramadan, these 
acts are strictly guarded. 
What is so important and beneficial for a Muslim 
to observe fasting everyday for 29 to 30 days? 
"Fasting is indeed a moral training in the practice 
of se lf-control" (Islam Creed and Worship by 
Muhammad by Abul Rauf. Ph.D.). However, not 
only does one practice self-control from eating 
habits but se lf-control in a ll aspects of one's daily 
life . Giving charity to the poor, visiting the elder or 
sick, reading all 114 surahs of the Qu ' ran and 
doing extra prayers are all acts that Muslims try to 
do as much of during the month of Ramadan for 
God 's blessings. 
There is one night in the last ten days of Ramadan 
called "the night of power." This night is the exact 
night that the Qu'ran was revealed; however, 
Muslims don't know the exact day so they try to 
spend the last ten nights staying up on and off in 
pray. Why? In the Qu ' ran God says, "The night 
of power is better than a thousand months. 
Therein come down the spirit by A llah 's [God] 
permission, on every errand: Peace! .. . This until 
the rise of mom! "(Surah 97) Islamic tradition 
states that the month is divided into three parts to 
receive certain blessings for the fasting person; the 
first part is for God's blessings, the second, God's 
forgiveness and third , safety from Hell fire . 
Many religions and prophets in Biblical time par-
took in some sort of fasting ritual at one time or 
another, 'and many people still practice this act of 
" self-purification" today. The Bible even has a 
"verse" initialed True Fasting where it talks about 
fasting: "Is it not to share your food with the hun-
gry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter-
when you see the naked, to clothe him ... Then your 
light will break forth like the dawn, and your heal-
ing will quickly appear; then your righteousness 
will go before you" (Isaiah 58) . And every one 
knows that Moses fasted for 40 days and 40 nights. 
I remember one Ramadan in high school when I 
got one of my " girlfriends" to fast one day with 
me- a kind of an exchange of religion/tradition. 
Every time I would pass her in the hall she would 
tell me how hungry she was; after school I remem-
ber her telling me that she had become a little 
upset with me over something, and she proceeded 
to tell me that in Spanish class she almost stuck a 
piece of gum in her mouth, supposedly getting 
back at me. When she showed me the unraveled 
aluminum with the gum she almost ate, I laughed 
myself almost delirious. At the same time I used to 
have a friend that I had known ever since e lemen-
tary school. 1 would always try to get her to fast 
with me and she would adamantly say that she 
could not go without eating and drinking for one 
day. This friend would always say something like 
" I'll see you when the sun goes down. " 
When Ramadan is over it is followed by the 
Muslim Holiday called " EID." EID is a three-day 
celebration that starts with a " khutba" or sermon, 
thereafter, followed by a big feast where family 
and friends get together and exchange gi fts , con-
versation, laughter and appreciation for making it 
through another Ramadan. 
. Honors College . more than 150 undergraduate majors . 
professional schools of architecture, biomedical education, engineering & education 
. largest undergraduate research program in the city . 
. internships and study abroad in your field . 
.14 men's and women's varsity sports teams and more than 100 student clubs . 
, affordable luilion . 
FRESHMAN & TRANSFER OPEN HOUSE 
Saturday . November 19, 2005 . 10 am - 1 :30 pm 
The City College of New York. The Great Halt of Shepard Hall . 160 Convent Avenue . NY . NY . 10031 
Call 212 . 650 . 6981 to reserve your place. 
www.ccny.cuny.edu 
4 THE COMMUNICATOR O CTOBER 19, 2005 
Ramadan 
The M 0 nth o f Fast i n 9 
Rl
madan is the ninth month of the 
Is lamic calendar. Islam uses a lunar 
alendar- that is, each month begins 
with the sighting of the new moon. Because 
the lunar calendar is about II to 12 days short-
er than the solar calendar used elsewhere, 
Islamic Holidays "move" each year, in this 
Year (2005) Ramadan might begin on Oct. 3 
or 4th. Ramadan is a special month of the year 
for over one billion Muslims throughout the 
world. It is a time for inner reflection, devo-
tion to God, and self-control. 
The third "pillar" or religious obligation of 
Islam, fasting, has many special benefits. 
Among these, the most important is that it is a 
means of learning self-control. Fasting is a 
way of experiencing hunger and developing 
sympathy for the less fortunate, and learning 
thankfulness and appreciation for all of God's 
bounties. Fasting is also beneficial to the 
health and provides .a break in the cycle of 
rigid habits or overindulgence. 
Muslims do things to please Allah (God) and 
they can please Allah (God) only by obeying 
By Mohammad Furkan -------------------
Him and practicing His religion. Fasting in 
Ramadan is obligatory for those who can do 
it. Sick people and some travelers in certain 
conditions are exempted from the fast but 
must make it up as they are able. 
During Ramadan in the Muslim world, most 
restaurants are closed during the daylight 
hours. Families get up early for Zuhoor, a 
. meal eaten before the sun rises. After the sun 
sets, the fast is broken with a meal known as 
Iftar. Iftar usually begins with dates and sweet 
drinks that provide a quick energy boost. 
Musa, student of BCC, said that during 
Ramadan she spends more time than usual 
reading the Koran, the Muslims' Is lamic holy 
book, and praying. "It's a time to get closer to 
God," Kurdi said. "It's a period of atonement," 
said Ahrneet Hassini, a member of the Muslim 
Student Association (MSA). 
"It is important to Islamic culture that people 
break their fasts together during Ramadan," 
MSA President Umar said. He added that it 
would be inspiring to see people come togeth-
er every day to celebrate the month-long holi-
day in the MSA. 
Ramadan ends with the festival of Eid al-Fitr. 
Literally, the "Festival of Breaking the Fast," 
Eid al-Fitr is one of the two most important 
Islamic celebrations (the other occurs after the 
Hajj , or pilgrimage to Mecca). At Eid al-Fitr 
people dress in their finest clothes, adorn their 
homes with lights and decorations, give treats 
to children, and enjoy visits with friends and 
family. 
A sense of generosity and gratitude colors 
these festivities. Although charity and good 
deeds are always important in Is lam, they 
have special s ignificance at the end of 
Ramadan. As the month draws to a close, 
Muslims are obligated to share their blessings 
by feeding the poor and making contributions 
to mosques. 
For further information about Ramadan, visit 
the Muslim Student Association (MSA) at 
Roscoe Brown Student Center, room 306. 
The value of a Hofstra 
degree lasts a lifetiIne. 
Explore transferring to Hofstra. 
ENROLLMENT SERVICES DAYS 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 10 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18 
Noon-7PM 
Admissions Center, Bemon Hal!, South Campus 
T ransfer to Hofstra Un iversity and you instantly join a ne twork of 105,000 successful alumni. Allend our special En rollment Services Day fo r 
transfer s tuden ts and learn all abo u t Hofstra's 130 undergraduate academic 
program s in arts , sciences . b us iness. education . and com munication. 
You're sure to find the program th a t fits yo u r interests and career goals. 
At this even t, you can complete both ad mission and registration , as well as 
find out all about financial aid ~nd scholarship opportuni ties. To reserve yOUT 
place, p lease visit www.ho fs tra.edulesd (dick on event registration). For further 
information, call 1.aOO-HOFSTRA, Ext. 636 or e- mail admitme@hofs t ra.edu . 
Please bring a copy of transcripts f rom all schools aLt~nded. 
HOFSTRA UNIVERSITY_ 
H EM,' s n :A D , NlW Y ORK 11 5 4 9 - WWW. HOf S·fR .... EOU 
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Intelligent Design and Biology as a Scientific Discipline 
-----------------------....,....------- By Professor Chris Robinson 
Professor Robinson will lecture on 
this subject as part of the Campus 
Speakers Series on Wednesday, 
October 26th from 12 -1 PM in the 
Gould Memorial Library 
Auditorium. 
As a part of the fall 2005 faculty lecture 
series on Bioethics, I will be presenting 
a talk on the teaching of evolution and 
intelligent design in the biology class-
room. This is an important topic for me 
and one I frequently discuss with my 
Bioethics students here at BCC. I am 
the course coordinator of both BiO€::thics 
(Bio 50) and the second semester gener-
al Biology course (Bio 12) at BCe. 
What is being taught in biology class-
rooms is one of the most controversial 
subjects in bioethics today with a court 
case currently underway in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, to determine whether it is 
legal for the Dover school district to 
force its biology teachers to discuss 
intelligent design. Most legal analysts 
believe that this case will eventually end 
up in the Supreme Court. 
Each academic discipline has certain 
topics that it feels belongs within its 
purview. When studying American 
History a student might be introduced to 
material on the Civil War and 
Reconstruction or the American 
Revolution but would not expect to learn 
much about ancient Greece. When tak-
ing a course in Business a student would 
study marketing or finance but would 
not have much exposure to alternative 
methods of making a souffle. Similarly, 
the scientific disciplines have certain 
subjects that are pertinent to each 
course. In chemistry one learns about 
elements and the periodic table , in 
physjcs a student would expect to study 
Newton's laws and in biology we exam-
ine living organisms. 
We include biology within the sciences 
because of the nature of our discipline. 
The theories within the sciences that we 
teach are, by definition, those that can be 
tested and refuted . Hypotheses that do 
not meet these criteria are not considered 
within the realm of scientific inquiry. 
This does not mean that we find them to 
have no merit or reject all other means of 
understanding the world. As scientists 
we are open to the possibility that there 
are aspects of life that cannot be 
obserVed (at least by today's technolo-
gy) but, because they cannot be studied 
using scientific methodology, they are 
not considered science and, thus, do not 
have a place in a science classroom. 
For example, it is possible that human 
beings are the descendants of aliens who 
landed on the planet tens of thousands of 
years ago. However, since we cannot 
test whether this hypothesis is false or 
not, we do not include it in our discus-
sions on the origins of humans in biolo-
gy. This is' true for all of the origin 
myths and religions dealing with the der-
ivation of life on earth. Since these 
myths and religions cannot be refuted or 
tested (since they are based on faith and 
not on empirical evidence), they are not 
within the realm of science and, thus, do 
not have a place in a biology classroom. 
Note that science tests whether hypothe-
ses are' false not whether they are true. 
Science does not explore truths about the 
world - this sort of research is the 
purview with philosophers and religious 
scholars. 
Intelligent design is incompatible with 
science for the same reason. Intelligent 
design states that the life on earth is so 
complex that it cannot be explained by 
evolution alone. While this could be 
true, it is not a testable or falsifiable 
hypothesis and, therefore, is not science. 
Intelligent design is a compelling argu-
ment for many, particularly for those not 
well-versed in the sciences, since biolo-
gy and life seem very complex and con-
fusing (something that those of us who 
teach biology attempt to deal with on a 
daily basis). However, just because we 
cannot explain certain aspects of biology 
today (for example, how Homo flore-
siensis made it to the Indonesian island 
of Flores), does not mean they are unex-
plainable. If we had decided 100 years 
ago that small pox was incurable since 
we didn ' t understand it, many of us 
would not be here today. Similarly, just 
because we cannot explain everything 
about life on earth today, does not neces-
sarily imply that there must be a super-
natural force involved. 
We agree as professors that there are cer-
tain topics that are part of our discipline. 
There are other topics that are beyond 
the scope of our class. As interested as I 
might be in the Shogun period of ancient 
Japan, it is not part of biology but should 
be included in a Japanese History 
course. Similarly, while many biology 
students might find philosophical mus-
ings on the origin of life to be fascinat-
ing, they would have to go to a philoso-: 
phy or comparative religions course to 
discuss them. They are not a part of sci-
ence. 
For students interested in reading more 
about the intelligent design/evolution 
controversy, you can look at the website 
for the National Science Education 
Center (http: //www.natcenscied.org) . 
While they clearly are pro-evolution, 
they have links to websites from both 
sides of the controversy. 
Dr. David Magnus, Associate 
Professor of Pediatrics at Stanford 
University and Director of the 
Stanford Center for Biomedical 
Ethics, will speak on the topic 
"Who Owns Life?" 
Dr. Magnus' articles have appeared 
in Science, Nature, Biotechnology 
and the British Medical Journal. He 
will speak in the Gould Memorial 
Library Auditorium on 
November 22 from 12 - 2 PM. 
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Climate Change, Peak Oil 
VehiclesTo be Addressed at 
and Alternative 
NYC Conference 
Non-polluting and low emission vehicles 
are the focus of a conference and exposi-
tion to be held at Bronx Community 
College on Friday, October 28th. "Road 
to Energy Independence: New York 
City's Alternative Transportation 
Future," presented by the College's 
Center for Sustainable Energy and 
offered free to the public, will convene 
the region's community of alternative 
fuel vehicle users and advocates, while 
displaying a cross-section of these vehi-
cles. 
The conference will advance public 
awareness of air quality and environmen-
tal health issues, address decline of petro-
leum supplies and price increases, deliver 
up-to-date information on AFV technolo-
gies, finance, and training, and increase 
the visibility of alternative transportation 
potential in the New York City area. The 
keynote speaker, Dr. Michael 
MacCracken, is the Chief Scientist for 
Climate Change Programs at the 
Washington, DC-based Climate Institute 
and President of the International 
Association of Meteorology and 
Atmospheric Sciences. He will address 
the relationship of fossil fuel use to glob-
al climate change. 
"In addition to this excellent group of 
. speakers," said Jim Quigley, Operations 
Director of the Center, "we are assem-
bling a collection of alternatives to con-
ventional vehicles so that we can "demon-
strate some of the ways by which we can 
reduce our I;lepende~cy on imported oil, 
while also making the important connec-
tion between public health and air quali-
ty." The vehicles will include those pow-
ered by CNG (compressed natural gas), 
electricity (from batteries), and biodiesel, 
a fuel derived from agricultural products. 
The display will also include "hybrids," 
vehicles that run on gasoline but use it 
more efficiently by generating electricity 
to power the wheels. "These are the cars 
of the future," Quigley asserted. "The 
cost of oil has just hit an all time high. 
For the environment, for our health, and 
for the · sake of our economy, we must 
develop smarter, cleaner, more efficient 
ways of getting around," he said. 
By H. James ("Jim") Quigley, Jr. 
Operations Director, Center for Sustainable Energy 
Co-sponsors of the event include the New established with a government appropria-
York City Department of Transportation, tion sponsored by Congressman Jose 
the New York State Energy Research Serrano. 
Development Authority, the Port 
Authority of New York & New Jersey, The event will be held at the Bee cam-
Odyne Corp., and NDH Capital. pus and is scheduled between 8:30 AM 
Collaborating organizations include and 4:15 PM. For additional details, 
CommuterLink, the Bronx Overall contact 718-289-5332. 
Economic Development Corporation, the 
Northeast Sustainable Energy The conference agenda can be viewed at: 
Association, the Point CDC, the New http: //www.bcc.cuny.edu/InstitutionaIDe 
York City Clean Cities Coalition, the velopmentlCSE/events.cfm?page=88 
American Lung Association, the 
Northeast Sustainable Energy Registration can be done online at: 
Association and the Consortium for http://www.bcc.cuny.edulInstitutionaIDe 
Automotive Education. The Center was velopmentlCSElRegistrationForm.cfm 
The BCC Hall of Fame Gallery 
presents: 
Gordon· Murray 
Prints and Sculpture 
October 11 through October 31 
Bliss Hall, First Floor 
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Writing Across the Curriculum 
How to Start Reading and Writing (When You Really Don't Want To!) 
By Marisa Monteleone 
F
inding the motivation to read 
challenging texts and write 
important papers can be 
extremely difficult, especially 
when the pressure to do well hangs 
over you, creating tension and anx-
iety. I have been known to stare at 
a paper for hours only to write one 
sentence (and a very poorly written 
sentence, at that)! I have often 
turned to the web and self-help 
books to try to find magical tips to 
help me to increase my motivation 
for academic tasks. One piece of 
advice tends to pop up over and 
over again: Action comes before 
motivation - Act first, and the moti-
vation will follow. The idea here is 
simple - since getting started is 
often the most difficult part of any 
task, if you force yourself into 
action, you will actually create 
motivation and the task will be eas-
ier to continue. 
While this advice seems sound, I 
was always skeptical about whether 
or not it could apply to all tasks 
equally. I could see how this piece 
of advice could be effective for 
something physical, like cleaning 
one's apartment: you might not feel 
like cleaning your apartment, but if 
you force yourself to pick up the 
sponge and start scrubbing the 
bathtub, eventUally your body will 
get into a rhythm ana you will Imd 
yourself motivated to f"lnish the job. 
With mental activities such as read-
ing and writing, however, this piece 
of advice never seemed to work as 
well for me. How can I get myself 
to actually read a difficult text 
when my mind keeps wandering? 
How can I get myself to write an 
essay when nothing comes to 
mind? I might be able to pick up a 
sponge to force myself to clean, but 
picking up a textbook isn't neces-
sarily going to force my (anxious) 
mind to read. 
What I've recently discovered, 
however, is that 'acting lust' can 
create the motivation to read and 
write. The trick is to turn the men-
tal activities of reading and writing 
into tangible, physical tasks. When 
I read a difficult text, I've learned 
that I have to have a pen in hand 
and a piece of paper nearby to take 
notes. By forcing myself to take 
notes on the reading and summariz-
ing each passage, I've turned a 
mental activity into a physical 
activity with a tangible result. Not 
only does this help me stick to the 
task, but it increases my under-
standing of the material, as well. 
These days I do not consider myself 
to have read an article unless I have 
a page of notes (and an annotated 
text) to prove it. 
With respect to writing, I've found 
that a number of pre-writing strate-
gies are much less anxiety-produc-
ing than plunging straight into the 
paper itself. These are small, man-
ageable tasks that allow you to take 
positive action towards the writing 
process even when you may not 
feel inspired to write. I will list a 
few here that have helped me that I 
suggest you try the next time you 
feel stuck while writing an essay: 
• Talk to someone: At the begin-
ning of the writing process, it often 
helps to get your thoughts together 
by trying them out on another per-
son. Talk out your ideas for your 
paper to a classmate, a relative, a 
tutor, or your professor. The act of 
discussing your ideas might help 
you to · clarifY your thinking, and 
will probably help you to get 
inspired! 
• Do a focused freewrite: For a set 
period of time (say, 15 minutes) 
write down whatever comes to 
mind with respect to your paper 
topic without stopping. You don't 
need to worry about grammar or 
spelling for this exercise - no one 
needs to look at your freewrite 
except you. The goal is to help you 
explore your ideas in a low-pres-
sure environment. Once you've 
spent 15 minutes thinking and writ-
ing, you just might find that you're 
ready for more. 
• Write your first draft: Often the 
writing process seems scary 
because we want everything to 
come out perfect the very first time. 
By engaging in this type of think-
ing, we put unnecessary pressure 
on ourselves: even expert writers 
create several drafts before achiev-
ing a polished product! Go easy on 
yourself and realize that your lust 
draft won't be perfect. Just write a 
(less-than-perfect) rough draft and 
come back to it later. It will be eas-
ier to f"lx something once it's on 
paper - so just jump in and get it on · 
paper! 
These are just a few ideas - I'm sure 
you can add many of your own. 
The main thing to remember is that 
by turning seemingly daunting 
mental tasks into small, tangible 
ones, you will be able to conquer 
the most difficult part of a,ny aca-
demic task: getting started. So the 
next time you find yourself avoid-
ing that intimidating textbook or 
term paper, I recommend you fol-
low what I now recognize to be a 
wise piece of advice: act f"lrst, and 
the motivation will follow 
onnectlvlty omes to 
The Bronx Community College wireless network is now available for all BCC students, faculty and staff. The goal is to provide a functional wire-
less network to the college community. BCC-WNET is deSigned to expand services to users with laptops equipped for wireless networking. The 
wireless technology breaks the traditional limitations of network access via a physical cable and allows users to perform computing tasks from 
wireless enabled locatic;ms throughout campus. The mobility and flexibility of wireless networks allows for more efficient and productive work. 
Instructors will have the freedom to move about a classroom while still being able to manipulate the classroom computer via a wireless connec-
tion. Any student, faculty or staff member with a BCC network account is eligible to access the BCC-WNET. Students already expose to mobile 
technology such as cell phones, and personal digital assistant (PDAs), will welcome the flexibility and mobility that wireless technology brings . 
. 105 
~~--~~~~~----------~ ~ Faculty LOunge 
_",,""~ __ "-__ ~'" . President's Conference Room 
. Library's Classroom 
WIRELESS COVERAGE MAP 
For more information on how to log-in for wireless connectivity, BCC wireless policy, log-in standards and instructions refer to the "Wireless 
Connectivity" link on the BCC website. 
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NEWS FROM NYPIRG 
Once Again the Burden of Funding CUNY 
Falls on the Backs of Students 
By Yves Antenor, NYPIRG Project Coordinator 
I
t seems that once again, students 
simply cannot get any love from 
politicians. One reason that could 
be is that many young adults in 18-24 
year old age group simply do not vote 
due to apathy or lack of faith in govern-
ment . . In the classroom presentations 
that I have been doing, I have been 
telling students that numbers count in 
our society. This is especially true for 
politicians who care about how votes 
will effect their elections. Guess what? 
Since many young adults don' t vote, 
politicians are never afraid of propos-
ing tuition increases. That' s not love at 
all. 
Right now, there are rumblings that 
there very well might be a tuition hike 
coming through again. This time, the 
plan is to have small annual tuition 
increases with no end in sight. So every 
year students can expect more and 
more being taken out of their wallets. 
And that is not the end of it, there is no 
guarantee that a smaller, but annual 
tuition hike program will actually end 
future big increases like CUNY's $800 
increase that occurred a few years ago. 
There will be no stopping major 
increases in tuition ·from occurring in 
the future . That is not fair at alL 
What is shameful is the reluctance of 
the state of funding CUNY. Increasing 
tuition further shifts the burden to fund 
the state 's colleges onto the backs of 
students and their families . The real 
problem is that the state is paying less 
and forcing students to pay more. Over 
the past decade, the state has dramati-
cally reduced support for CUNY. 
Currently, New York ranks at the bot-
tom of the barrel (39 out of 50 states) in 
terms of state tax dollars allotted to 
higher education. It has been filling in 
those budget holes with tuition hikes, 
which is why New York is so expen-
sive. This policy will only accelerate 
that shift. It is this shift that means 
working class and middle class families 
will end up shouldering an increasingly 
higher percentage of the cost . 
CUNY students need more love in the 
form of more funding for their higher 
education. If you are interested in get-
ting CUNY some love from legislators, 





Visit the Office: 
RBSC, room 312 
Get Active on Campus Through BCC NYPIRG 
I
· hope that everyone is doing well and 
surviv ing the start of the semester. By 
this time, I hope most of you have set-
tled back into the routine of going to 
c lass, writing papers, and preparing for 
midterms. Well, in addition to working 
hard to get straight A's this semester, 
there are many ways to unwind while 
having fun and contributing to the cam-
pus community. Joining up with BCC 
NYPIRG will be a great conduit for any 
student with high energy and drive to 
make a difference. 
NYPIRG stands for the New York Public 
Interest Research Group, and we are the 
largest student directed . research and 
advocacy organization in New York. We 
fight hard on a variety of issues such as 
voter registration (hopefully you are reg-
istered as of reading this article), higher 
education, consumer protection, mass 
transit, environmental protection, and 
hunger and homeless outreach. Here is a 
brief look at the issues and events we 
have in store this semester: 
General Interest Meeting - October 27 
from 12-2pm (RBSC 308). This will be a 
great way for students to find out more 
about NYPIRG, get an in-depth look 
about what we will be doing in the Fall 
semester in each of our projects, and 
sign-up and participate in events and 
activities. 
Voter RegistrationlElection Day 
Registration (EDR) - Since the start of 
the sem ester, NYPIRG has been pus,bing 
hard making sure students on campus are 
registered to vote for the mayoral elec-
tion. In addition to that, we are hard at 
work getting the N ew York State 
Assembly to approve EDR, which would 
eliminate voter registration deadlines, 
therefore breaking down any impedi-
ments to voting while greatly increasing 
voter turnout. 
Higber Education - Fighting hard to 
make sure New York 's higher education 
is affordable to everyone. We will fight 
through letter-writing campaigns to make 
sure the annual tuition increase proposal 
fails and to pressure Albany to contribute 
more money to CUNY. 
Mass Transit/Strapbangers Campaign 
- Do you notice the amount of trash there 
is in subway cars? Well, through the 
straphangers ' campaign, you can rate the 
cleanliness of the subway cars that you 
ride in. The data collected will be used to 
write a report that rates the cleanliness of 
New York's subway lines. If you ride the 
train a lot and you don' t like to see filth, 
this is the right project for you. 
Consumer Action Project - The holiday 
season will be creeping up on us before 
you know. Before the buying frenzy 
starts, the consumer action project will 
conduct surveys that look into the safety 
levels of toys being sold to children and 
compiling a list of the most dangerous 
toys in New York. BCC students can get 
involved by helping find dangerous toys 
and filling out the survey 
For more information contact: 
Yves Antenor, BCC NYPIRG Proj ect 
Coordinator , 
Office - RBSC Room 312 
Telephone - 718.289.5904 
Email - yantenor@nypirg.org 
Upcoming Career Development Workshops 
October 26 
"Cover Letters and Thank You Letters" -- Learn the importance of writing effective cover letters and thank you letters that 
help you get the job you want! 
October 31 - Career Exploration Monday 
"Careers in Human Services" -- This workshop discusses what careers in the Human Services field are all about and out-
lines the steps in planning a career in the field! 
November 2 
"Resume Writing" -- This workshop discusses how to write an effective resume that helps you make a lasting impact! 
November 9 
"Job Interviewing Techniques" -- This workshop discusses techniques you can do to help ensure a successful job inter-
view! 
November 10 
"Your Personality and Career Choice" -- This workshop discusses the impact you personality has on career choice. It 
includes taking a career assessment that yields your particular personality code! 
November 14 - Career Exploration Monday 
"Careers in Liberal Arts" -- This workshop discusses what some careers in the Liberal Arts field are all about and outlines 
the steps in planning a career(s) in this field! 
November 16 - Business Etiquette 
"Dressing for Success" -- Learn how to dress professionally to make a lasting impression and help you land the position! 
For Choices Planner and E-recruiting workshops, please inquire in the Career Development Office, 
Loew Hall room 319/328. 
All students interested in attending the workshops listed above must go to the Career Development Office, located in Loew 
Hall 328 to register for them. There is a 15 student per workshop limit! 
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The Nevv-York Historical Society's Landmark Exhibit Reveals the History of 
SLAVERY IN NEW YORK 
"For almost 300 years, slavery insinuat-
ed itself into every nook and cranny of 
life in New York C ity." 
--Prof essor Ira B erlin , author of 
Generations of C aptivity: A History of 
African American Sla ves. Co-edito r 
(with L eslie Harris) of the companion 
book to Slavery in New York. 
The most ambitious exhibition ever 
assembled on slavery in New York opens 
at the New-York Historical Society on 
October 7 . Slavery in New York, a multi-
media exhibition, reveals a history of 
which many are unaware, i11uminates the 
contributions of enslaved people and 
explores the role slavery played in the 
making of New York. and the United 
States. 
"It is time for a broader understanding of 
slavery 's meaning to this city's past and 
present," said Louise Mirrer, President 
and CEO of the New-York Historical 
Society. "The exhibit promotes public 
awareness of an issue whose legacy is 
still felt in this country and provokes new 
thinking about the history of the city, 
state and nation." 
Though it is barely mentioned in school 
textbooks, slavery was a key institution 
in the development of New York from its 
formative years. First Dutch and then 
English merchants built the city's local 
economy largely around supplying ships 
for the trade in slaves and in what slaves 
produced - sugar, tobacco, indigo, cof-
fee, chocolate, and ultimately, cotton. 
New York ship captains and merchants 
bought'and sold slaves along the coast of 
Africa and in the taverns of their own 
city. Almost every businessman in ISth-
century New York had a stake, at one 
time or another, in the traffic of human 
beings. Some facts about slavery in New 
York: 
• Slaves accounted for 20 percent of the 
population of colonial New York, com-
pared to 2 percent in Boston and 6 per-
cent in Philadelphia. 
• 40 percent of New York City's house- , 
holds owned slaves. 
• At the time of the Revolution there were 
more slaves in New York than in any 
other city except Charleston, South 
Carolina. 
• Among New York City's landmarks 
built by slaves are Trinity Church, 
Fraunces Tavern, the wall on Wall Street, 
Fort Amsterdam in what is now Battery 
Park, and the first City Hall. 
Contrary to the myth of North versus 
South, slavery was no milder in the urban 
North than in the Deep South. Instances 
of abusive treatment permeate public and 
personal records. The city's Common 
Council passed one restrictive Ia:w after 
another: forbidding blacks from owning 
property or bequeathing it to their chil-
dren; forbidding them to congregate at 
night or in groups larger than three; 
requiring them to carry lanterns after 
dark and to remain south of what is' now 
Worth Street; threatening and carrying 
out severe punishments, even death, for 
theft, arson, or conspiracy to revolt. 
In its thorough examination of the insti 
Peter Williams, Sr. -
A former New York slave 
tution of. slavery', the exhibit also illus-
trates New York's role, from the start, as 
a center for abolition. Slavery in New 
York gives voice, too, to early New 
York's black population, which managed 
not only to survive, but to transcend its 
environment, planting cultural roots, pro-
ducing a rich legacy of poetry, art, music 
and literature in the face of adversity 
while at the same time, actively resisting 
injustice. 
Workshop. James O. Horton, Benjamin 
Banneker professor of American Studies 
and History at George Washington 
UniVersity and author (with Lois Horton) 
of Slavery and the Making of America , is 
chief historian for the exhibit. "No cul-
tural organization in the United States, or 
anywhere else , for that matter, has turned 
its attention to the subject of slavery as 
intensively as the New-York Historical 
Society has," said Rabinowitz. 
Education Resources, Special 
Programs and Publications 
The exhibition will reach large numbers 
of students through an extensive program 
of educator-led tours, teacher workshops 
and instructional material pUblic forums 
during its five-month run and will contin-
ue to do so through poster exhibits in 
libraries, a permanent Siavery in New 
York Web site 
(www.SlaveryinNewYork.org), 
publications and DVDs. 
print 
To augment the exhibit, the N-YHS is 
collaborating with the Schomburg Center 
for Research in Black Culture on public 
programs. Slavery in New York is 
accompanied by: 
• Daily readings of slave narratives and 
related journals 
• The Bernard and Irene Schwartz 
Slavery in 'New York is ~wn principal- Distinguished speaker series and a walk-
Iy from the New-York Historical ing tour 
ends , 
Slavery in New York is the first part of an 
IS-month initiative dedic ated to this 
important story. Please join us for 
Finding Priscilla's Children: The Roots 
and Branches of Slavery, opening 
November S, which tells one family 's 
history us ing an unbroken document 
chain from 1756, Legacies : 
Contemporary Artists Reflect on Slavery, 
opening June 16, 2006, which examines 
how the legacy of slavery affects our cur-
rent day concerns and perceptions as 
viewed through the work of contempo-
rary artis ts. In the fall of 2006, 
Commerce and Conscience: New York, 
Slavery, and the Civil War, examines the 
role slavery played in New York after it 
was abolished in the state. 
Exhibition Support 
The Slavery in New York exhibition is 
made possible by the generosity of: 
JPMorgan Chase, The Bear Stearns 
Companies Inc., Con Edison, ,Goldman, 
Sachs & Co. and The History Channel. 
About the New-York Historical 
Society 
Since IS04, the New-York Historical 
Society has served as a collective memo-
ry of New York, accumulating vast col-
lections in American painting, sculpture, 
books, manuscripts, decorative arts, 
architectural drawings, photographs, 
prints and ephemera. The mission of the 
newly revitalized Historical Society is to 
use these collections to help New 
Yorkers understand the complex and 
diverse past behind the world we know 
today. 
Society's rich collection of historical • The companion book to Siavery,in New 
artifacts, American art, and other materi- York, edited by Ira Berlin, Distinguished 
al documenting the history of the United University Professor at the University of 
States and New York. Treasures include: 'Maryland, and Leslie Harris, Associate 
• The earliest watercolor view of Dutch Professor of History and African 
New Amsterdam The earliest portrait of American Studies at Emory University 
one of its people (Peter Stuyvesant in • Gospel and spiritual music on week-
1660) ~----------~~-A~rn~a~d~O~u~D~ia~I~IO~S~C~h~O~la~r~S~h~i~P----------------~ 
• One of the earliest por- Academic Year:' 2005-2006 
traits of a black New 
Yorker, Peter Williams Bronx Community College is proud to announce that the Amadou Diallo Foundation will 
(lSIO- ISIS) provide a scholarship award of $1000 to each of five students at BCC. The Foundation 
• Records of the New 
York Manumission 
Society, the force behind 
the adoption of gradual 
emancipation and then 
the abolition of slavery in 
New York State 
• Records of the African 
Free School 
• Freedom s Journal, the 
first black-owned and 
edited newspaper in the 
United States (c. IS27) 
• David Grim's Plan 0 
the City and Environs 
map drawn in ISI3 that 
represents the city of 
Grim's youth in the 
eventful years of 1741-
1742 
• The Book of Negroes, 
listing 3 ,000 black New 
Yorkers loyal to the 
British Crown who were 
transported to Nova 
Scotia at the end of the 
Revolutionary War 
The exhibition is organ-
ized by Richard 
Rabinowitz, founder of 
American History 
grants scholarship aid a ,nnually to undergraduate students currently enrolled in a col-
lege or university in the City University of New York who are of African descent, or to 
those who immigrated to the United States of America from Africa. The scholarship is 
in ~upport of books and other educational expenses. 
Eligibility Requirements 
• Registered for classes at BCC in fall 2005 
• A 3.0 cumulative GPA with a minimum of at least 25 degree credits completed 
• A student of African descent or a student who immigrated to the United States from 
Africa 
• A business or liberal arts major with the following interests and/or concentrations: 
• communications 
• community dE!velopment 
• human rights 
• international affairs 
• international business affairs 
• education human and civil rights 
• African and/or African American studies 
How to Apply 
• Comple~e and submit an Application Information Form together with the essay as 
indicated below in number two. 
• Write and submit an essay of 300-500 words describing your plans to pursue a 
career that would promote improved relations between one or more of the following : 
• Africa and the United States, 
• Among and between immigrant countries in the United States (with a 
focus on improving community and police relations), 
• The African American community and communities ,in Africa. 
To obtain an application or to submit application materials, please contact: 
Bronx Community College Scholarship Committee, c/o Vice President George L. 
Sanchez, Office of Academic Affairs, Language Hall, Room 11. 
Deadline for application: November 1, 2005 
Incomplete applications will not be considered. 
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EXPLORING HISPANIC SERVING INSTITUTIONS 
. Roman is the Transfer 
and Articulation Adviser at 
the Transfer Center. He 
contributes monthly pieces 
on transfer-related topics. 
The current economic reali-
ties have placed consider-
able pressure on New 
Yorkers to pursue postsec-
ondary education. A high 
school diploma no longer 
guarantees high-paying 
employment or even 
employment itself. The 
market is such that an 
chances for 
By Edwin Roman 
ployment rate of Hispanics, 
in 2000, ages 20 to 24 years 
with a high school educa-
tion was 7.8 %, compared to 
4.3% for Hispanics ages 20 
to 24 with a bache lor 's 
degree or higher. 
When researching colleges, 
students should explore an 
array of institutions arid 
look at size, loc.ation, and 
pnce. Hispanic students 
might want to also investi-
gate Hispanic-serving insti-
tutions (HSIs) - schools 
with an enrollment of full-
they help prepare students 
In addition to the libraries, for the challenges of the 
labs and facilities you'd professional world. 
expect at all accredited col-
leges, Hispanic-serving The following is a list of 
institutions. can also lever- HSIs in the New York City 
age Title V federal funding area: 
to offer a complement of 
student support services CUNY: 
such as: • City College 
• Hunter College 
• Tutoring, counseling and • John Jay College of 
student services programs Criminal Justice 
geared at helping students • Hebert H. Lehman 
achieve academic success College 
• Scholarship opportunities • New York City Technical 
• Child care College 
time students that is at least • Job and college placement 
25% Hispanic. According programs Private: 
to the U .S. Department of • Labs to help students • College of Aeronautics 
to Education, there are more strengthen their skills in • Boricua College 
of Education's than 240 Hispanic-serving English, reading and math 
for institutions in 14 states and 
I!-a~ucallon of Hispanics, in 
, 10% of Hispanics 
ages 25 to 29 had completed 
bachelor's degree or high-
Not surprisingly, these 
nUmlJel:S are reflected in the 
market; the unem-
Puerto Rico that educate . Another advantage of HSIs 
50% of all Hispanic stu- is their understanding of 
dents who earn undergradu- Hispanic student issues. 
ate degrees. HSIs are popu- They . are experienced in 
la~ because they have rea- addressing the needs and 
sonably priced tuition and concerns of their student 
are able to address the needs body, many of. whom are 
of the rising number of iirst-generation college stu-
Hispanic college students. dents. And, like all colleges, 
• College of Mount Saint 
Vincent 
Beyond New York City: 
• Saint Peter's College in 
New Jersey 
ACTIYITIES DURinG lATin AmERICAn IIiSTORY mOnT11 
Thursday October 20th 
Club Fest 
There are over 30 clubs and organizations with a variety .of interests on campus. Come out to meet rep-
resentatives from many of these groups and explore interests you want to pursue. There will be music, 
food, games etc. Get involved! Join a club! Open to all students. 
RBSC, Patio, and Quad 
12pm-3pm 
Monday October 24th 
Latino Heritage Museum 
This tour highlights the grand accomplishments of Hispanics/Latinos in America and from around the 
world. This traveling museum has over 100 artifacts; rare photos, biographies and video documentaries. 
The exhibit reveals many surprising fact about the contributions of Latinos in the fields of science, aero-
space, communication, medicine, agriculture, transportation and engineer:ing. It also presents the pio-
neers in politics, education, entertainment, sports, media, cinema, and literature. 
RBSC 207 
10am-4pm 
Friday, October 28th 
Latin Heritage Month Party 
Come and dance to the hottest Hispanic music. Salsa, Meringue and more!!!!! 
Colston Hall, Lower Level 
9pm-1am 
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The Future . Of Ne\N York: 
Should We Remain Consistent Or Learn to Adapt to Change? 
Ferrer v. BloolJ1berg 
=============== By Nicole Natal=============== 
The 200S mayoral race has 
been perhaps one of the most 
widely discussed debates that 
there has been in a long time. 
The two men who stand at the 
forefront of this great mayoral 
race are Fernando Ferrer (for-
mer Bronx Borough 
President) and New York City 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg. 
The issues vary from the qual-
ity of education to the quality 
of life for all New Yorkers. 
Both candidates paint a prom-
. ising picture for the future of 
New York City; however, it is 
up to us to decide which can-
didate has a proven record of 
reliability. Fernando Ferrer is 
a man who has risen from 
humble beginnings, to enter 
the doorways of New York 
University and, later, become 
a prominent voice for · the 
overlooked. Then, we have 
Michael Bloomberg, a suc-
cessful millionaire, who has 
managed to dedicate his time 
and effort into improving New 
York City. So, the question 
repeatedly burning in perhaps 
almost every New Yorker's 
brain is : To whom do we trust 
the future of NYC? Who can 
override the damages that 
have been done and institute 
permanent change? Or, are 
we, as New Yorkers and as 
Americans, caught up in a 
web of consistency? 
Furthermore, are we being 
blinded by what have been 
accustomed to versus our own 
true beliefs? 
Michael Bloomberg became 
mayor at what may be consid-
ered one the most vulnerable 
times in history -- a time when 
we were in the process of 
mourning for those who had 
passed in the September 11th 
attacks, and as we were simul-
taneously trying to repair our 
economy due to these attacks. 
Perhaps, that is why some are 
less eager to make a drastic 
step towards choosing another 
mayor. Although some may 
feel Fernando Ferrer has the 
drive, intelligence and, most 
importa ntly, the desire to 
change a city, there is still a 
sense of, " Can he really make tent with social norms, the 
a difference?" As Michael potential threat of social 
Bloomberg states on his web- exclusion often sways us 
site mikebloomberg.com, towards the latter, even 
"When I took office, smoke though it may cause signifi-
was still rising from the World cant inner dissonance. 
Education that failed our chil-
dren and replaced it with stan-
dards for our students · and 
accountability for our school 
system ... . " 
Trade Center site. New York 
was shaken and struggling to · 
find its footing. You took a 
chance on me and trusted me 
to help . our City move for-
ward, and I'm proud of how 
far we've come together." 
So, if we reflect on our choic-
es, we may see there is a deep 
sense of trust and comfort as 
we saw when President Bush 
was running against John 
Kerry. Although many people 
were angered by the war, 
many chose to vote for 
President Bush over John 
Kerry. Why? Well, to a cer-
tain extent, people may have 
been comfortable with 
President Bush and, whether 
or not Americans necessarily 
believed in what drove Bush 
to war or why we are still in 
war, he too, coincidentally, 
came into office at a sensitive 
time in our history. Rather 
than change, we decided · to 
remain consistent in our 
choices and re-elected 
President Bush. There is an 
undeniable link between what 
we are used to and what we 
come to trust or develop com-
fort in. 
An article on changing-
minds .com explains the 
Consistency Theory: 
When our inner systems 
(beliefs, attitudes, values, etc.) 
all support one another and 
when these are also supported 
by external evidence, and then 
we have a comfortable state of 
affairs. The discomfort of cog-
nitive dissonance occurs when 
things fall out of alignment, 
which leads us to try to 
achieve a maximum practical 
level of consistency in our 
world. We also have a very 
strong need to believe we are 
being consistent with social 
norms. When there is conflict 
between behaviors that are 
consistent with inner systems 
and behaviors that are consis-
Furthermore, whether or not 
the consistency theory applies 
to most New Yorkers remains 
an issue left to be debated. 
However, the realism that we 
are facing is voting for the 
next mayor and who can gain 
our confidence while fueling 
change? Fernando Ferrer is a 
former Bronx borough presi-
dent and someone who truly 
believes that education is key 
in changing any current cir-
cumstance. Some of what 
he'd like to set out to do is 
improve school systems, 
encourage that all subways be 
clean, and to make sure that 
all our youth have health-care 
insurance. Ferrer has proven 
that we should never forget 
"where we have come from" 
and, moreover, we should 
return to the community we 
came out of in search of solu-
tions to all the current prob-
lems facing the common per-
son/people affected in that 
specific area of the world. 
Among the goals being dis-
cussed there is one in particu-
lar, affordable housing that, 
'perhaps, is one of the most 
Michael Bloomberg has 
endured both the struggle and 
reaped the benefits with all 
New Yorkers and now plans to 
work towards the same goals 
for the future of the great city 
that we call New York. 
Bloomberg has been dedicat-
ed to implementing important 
standards within the school 
system. As we know, social 
promotion has been alive and 
well in our school systems. 
Social promotion decreases 
the chances of students having 
the ability in passing 
statewide examinations. This 
is why Mayor Bloomberg has 
been a supporter of providing 
standa rds and doing away 
with any barrier that can come 
between a student meeting his 
or her full potential. 
As you see, both candidates 
have very important issues 
that they are dealing with and 
. considering working · on for 
the improvement of every 
aspect of · New York City. 
Whichever candidate is cho-
sen, I urge all New Yorkers to 
carefully review and evaluate 
both candidates equally. 
important· of all the issues Fernando Ferrer and Michael 
being discussed. .So many Bloomberg each have impor-
Americans are homeless. Add tant ideas and plans for the 
to that the growing struggle future; however, it is up to the 
faced in many single-parent people to decide which candi-
homes and the high cost of date can take these ideas and 
living, specifically in New be committed into making it a 
York City, then the idea of solid reality for all New 
building affordable housing is ' Yorkers. The choice that you 
now, more than ever, essential make should never be based 
to improving the quality of solely on "consistency" , but 
life for the Americans who also the undoubted belief that 
have been felt left behind. this candidate or mayor can 
Similarly, Bloomberg, also 
explains in his Vision For The 
Future on his website mike-
, bloomberg.com, "Together, 
we've already done a lot to 
build that city. A City of 
Opportunity is a City of 
Education, and we've abol-
ished an ineffective Board of 
and will do the best possible 
job to serve all and execute the 
ideas after being chosen 
mayor. 
To find out more about each 
candidate's track record and 
goals you can VISIt : 
www.MikeBloombe rg .com 
and www.Ferrer200S .com. 
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BCC Graduate Pursues Career at SUNY Maritime College 
(an agreement that 
allows course credit at one school 
to be accepted or transferred and applied 
toward a degree at another school) with 
SUNY Maritime, that would allow BCC 
students who earn an AS in Business 
Administration to continue their studies 
and earn a BS in Internationa l 
Transportation and Trade, Edwin Roman, 
the BrODX Community College Transfer 
and Articulation Adviser, has completed 
transfer planning for SUNY Maritime & 
Bronx Community and is working on 
a rticulations for. other colleges. "These 
agreements are a great thing. However, 
students have to be cognizant of them. 
This semester I added a page to the 
Transfer <;:enter web site where students 
can read actual agreements-which admis-
sions has agreed to link to from their web 
site." Mr. Roman and the Transfer Center 
are trying to motivate students to explore 
options earlier. "Students shoDld be 
exploring bachelor degree options by their 
second semester here otherwise many 
transfer opportunities may escape them." 
Bronx Community College Transfer 
Student lenelle Guevera is beginning her 
second year a t SUNY M aritime College. 
As an International Transportation and 
Trade (ITT) student, she is learning about 
the world of internationa l commerce -
finance , transportation, and the regulations 
that govern the import and export of prod-
ucts on trains, ships, and planes. Think 
about all of the imported products on many 
store shelves and you have an idea of ho w 
important international transportation and 
trade is. 
"Our ITT program explains how products 
are marketed and distributed. How did a 
piece of plastic make it into a toy that finds 
its way onto a shelf in Bloomingdale 's or 
Macy's as a Toys R Us toy? We look at the 
origin of labels, like 'Made in Taiwan.' 
We explore financing, manufacturing and 
distribution. Our Gross Domestic Product 
(GOP) depends on trade -- getting prod-
ucts to store shelves so they can be pur-
chased," states Dr. Larry Howard, Chair of 
Global Bus iness & Transportation at 
SUNY Maritime. 
lenelle is the firs t BCC graduate 
(Accounting 2004) to participate and ben-
efit from the agreement with SUNY ' 
Maritime The maritime industry encom-
passes a broad spectrum of activities and a 
wide range of technology that requires 
highly skilled, resourceful and disciplined 
operators for its principal agents, shipping 
companies. 
About her transfer: "BCC professors are 
extra-committed to students," notes lenelle 
who appreciates the advice she received 
from BCC's Professor Clarence Perkins, 
advisor to the Business C lub. He first 
introduced her to the possibilities that she 
could transfer to SUNY Maritime. lt was 
shortly after she had joined Bronx 
Community College when she was 16 and 
had just moved to New York from 
Trinidad. 
"They take their time and help you succeed 
. in college. I ·often used the PASS Center. 
Tutors would sit down and help you work 
through difficult course work," says 
lenelle. 
prepare students for USCG exams are in 
marine transportation (deck license as a 
third mate) and engineering (3rd assistant 
engineer.) 
Geography, History of Technology and 
American Enterprises. She's also working 
as an intern with The Vanuatu Shipping 
Registry company in Manhattan. Serving 
internships are a requirement . of a ll stu-
dents in her program. 
Continuing, she adds, " I got a good foun-
dation at BCe. I came to SUNY Maritime 
fully prepared. SUNY accepted 63 of 66 
credits. I a lso had a pretty good idea of 
what 's needed for me to succeed in busi-
ness. lt's best that students graduate from 
BCC before attempting to transfer." 
The 'tIrst maritime school in the country 
·( 1874), Maritime College prepares stu-
dents for careers in the maritime industry, 
including the government, military, and 
private industry sectors . SUNY Maritime 
offers five ROTC options, summer train-
ing <:ruises to Europe for the license pro-
grams, and 16 varsity athletic teams. 
"What I ' m learning here will allow me to 
work at FED EX, UPS, airline companies, 
cruise lines and shipping companies here 
in the U .S . as well as shipping lines in for-
eign countries. 
lenelle graduated from BCC with a 3.56 
average. BCC Graduate"'R.enita Walker is 
the second BCC student to transfer to 
SUNY Maritime. A junior, Renita started 
this year in an International Transportation 
and Trade Program. 
The College is located on a 55-acre scenic 
waterfront property (Fort Schuyler) on the 
outskirts of New York City on the Throgs 
Neck Peninsula. 
The campus houses modem dining halls, 
residence. halls, lecture halls, recreational 
and athle.tic facilities, . and science apd 
engineering laboratories fOf some 1,200 
students. Also housed on the campus are 
the Stephen B. Luce Library, Maritime 
Industry Museum, and the Center for 
Simulation and Marine Operations, includ-
ing a Bridge Simulator, Electronics 
Navigation, and the Radar Simulator. 
Dr. Howard says students like lenelle 
graduate and go to work in freight for-
warding, customs brokerage, ports and ter-
minal management, s tevedoring compa-
nies, and marine insurance companies. 
Companies want graduates from SUNY 
Maritime to move onto fast track manage-
ment paths. They want to hire people who 
have backgrounds in the foundation 
coursework of the industry. Salary possi-
bilities range from $45,000 to s tart to 
$100,000 in five to ten years. lenelle's 
International Transportation and Trade 
expertise will be in demand from New 
York, to Boston, to Los Angeles, 
Vancouver, Canada; London, England; 
Bergen, Norway; Marseille, France; 
Venice, Italy; Capetown, South Africa; 
Singapore, to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
"The SUNY M aritime professors are high-
ly qualified as well and can help advise 
you about career possibilities," says Jenell. 
"From the little I knew at the time and 
from my visit to the SUNY Maritime cam-
pus, I could see that the maritime industry 
would be one in which I would always 
have a job," said lenelle. She notes that if 
she takes an extra year she can obtain her 
Master 's degree. 
lenelle, who is 19, lives in a do'rmitory o n 
the SUNY Maritime's campus. "She is 
excited about her future . "There's a real 
opportunity to grow your salary as you 
take on responsibility," says lenelle, 
whose curriculum lineup includes 
International Transportation & Trade, 
Import Export, Ports and Terminals 
Operations, International Business, Cross-
cultural Management, ' Economic 
Equipped with hands-on experience, stu-
dents are prepared for positions of major 
respons ibility regardless of the career path 
they choose . Maritime boasts a 100% 
career placement rate and small class sizes. 
It is an international business that requires 
expertise in finance and logistics to admin-
To find out about how you can transfer to 
SUNY Maritime, please call Edwin 
Roman, BCC's Transfer Adviser a t (718) 
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INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION WEEK 2005 
GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP THROUGH TOLERANCE AND 
UNDERSTANDING 
MONPAY OC"TOHE R J] 
12:00-1 :00 pm lEW Opening ceremony and Installation of· BCC Tolerance Flags @ Colston Hall-lower level 
·PreskJent Carolyn Williams offers opening remarks and installs the flags with student messages about the importance of 
tolerance. Political Science Professor James Freeman and student Easter Wood offer their views on the benefits of an 
international educ;ation. Essay contest winners receive their awards. 
1 :00-3:00 pm Connecting BCC to the World's Culture.@Colston Hall-lower level 
Come and enjoy our cultural displa'y of food , art and music at the International Food Fair and Art Exhibition . 
Artists who hail from Africa , latin America, Greece. Europe and the Middle East will be available to discuss 
how their artwork reflects their cu lture . Drawings by children from Darfur. Sudan will also be exhibited . 
Test your knowledge of the world at ou.r -Guess Where" photo contest. 
3:00-5:00 pm International Film Series@Roscoe Brown Student Center rm . 208 
Films and documentaries related to the issue of transitional justice . Featured films include In My Country 
with Samuell Jackson and Juliette Binoche . the HBO documentary Sometimes In April and the award 
winning movie Hotel Rwanda starr.jng D? n Cheadle'. 
T\TFSD'l.Y N OVEMBER 1 
9:00-4 :00 pm Perspective. From Abroad 
International Fulbrtght scholars conduct classroom lectures in different disciplines. Janil Greenaway, (Anttgua) Fulbright 
scholar at the UN , Leo Douglas.(Jamaica). PhD. Student in Environmental Studies at Columbia University and Mbongis-
eni Buthelezi( South Africa), doct(~ral student in comparative literature will co-teach classes 
9:00-11 :00 am Essay contest winners discuss international issues with middle school students@Roscoe Brown 
Student Center rm.208. • 
11 :00-1200 pm Featured Fulbright Speaker@Gould Memorial Library Auditorium 
Mbongiseni Buthelezi reads and translates Zulu poetry and shares aspects of Zulu culture with the audience. 
3:00-5:00 pm International Film Serles@Roscoe Brown Student Center rm . 208 
See above description of films 
WEDNESD ·\y NOYEMBER 2 
• 12:00-2:00 pm Coming To America@ Gould Memorial Library Auditorium and'Rotunda 
This two-part OeD workshop, which is open to everyone offers a unique opportunity to learn more about each other, par-
ticularly those who began their life in another country and· culture. Part One offers' a roundtable forum where BCe stu ~ 
dents, faculty and staff discuss the challenges and benefits of beginning a new life in the US al1d Part two offers a more 
intimate opportunity to hear individual stories from members 
3 :00-5:00 pm International Film Serles@Roscoe Brown Student Center rm . 208 
See above description of films 
T HURSD:\Y N OVEMBER 3 _ 
12:00-2:00 pm Truth and Reconciliation And The Way Forward@Gould Memorial Library Auditorium 
This forum launches the BC.C c.enter for Tolerance and Understanding. and explores the Truth and Recondliation proc-
ess in South Africa and Greensboro. North Carolina as a way to address grievous acts of intolerance .. Or. Jochen Fried, 
Director Of Educational Initiatives, Salzburg Seminars will moderate and Lisa Magarrell, Senior Associate at the Intema-
tional Center for Transitional Justice. 
3:00-4:00 pm ClOSing Presentations@Colston Hall-lower level 
The grand finale for the week will be a Middle Eastem dance presentation by Morocco and the casbah Dance Experience. 
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SPOTLIGHT ON DARFUR: BCC WELCOMES DR. ANNIE SPARROW 
What is Darfur? . 
Darfur is a region about the size of California 
located in the East African nation of Sudan. A 
major humanitarian crisis has been underway in 
this region since 2003 - a crisis of which most 
people are completely unaware. Although infor-
mation has been made available through UN 
observers and other outlets, there has been vir-
tually no media coverage of the situation, and 
cries for help seem to have gone ignored. 
What is going on? 
Imagine: you are in bed asleep, as are your par-
ents and sister. You are stirred from your sleep 
by .unusual noises "': loud bangs and people 
screaming - you smell smoke. You leap from 
your bed and run outside to find your family 
already running away, the houses around you 
are on fire, their inhabitants running away 
screaming as well. You begin to run, you look 
back to · see your father on the ground, your 
mother and sister being dragged off. You run 
until you can't run anymore and then you stop to 
rest for a moment. You take one last look back 
before you start to run again and see that your 
IVhole village is ablaze. You have no idea what 
happened to your family - or what will become 
of you. 
You were just imagining, but this nightmarish 
scenario, or ones similar to it, has been reality 
ror milIions in the Darfur region. According to 
UN flgures, more than 2.4 million inhabitants of 
Darfur have been forced to flee their homes to 
avoid the reign of terror being carried out by 
militia groups known as the Jarifaweed. While 
the UN and others have hesitated ·to use the 
word genocide in referring to these events, esti-
mates show that as many as 180,000 Black 
African Sudanese have already been killed by 
these Janjaweed militias, who are composed of 
Arabs, which gives the definite impression of an 
ethnic cleansing campaign. Worse, although 
they deny involvement, much evidence shQWS 
that the Sudanese gov.ernment is in fact respon-
sible for arming these militias and sending them 
out to attack the civilian population. 
A 13-year-old s drawing of the destruction of 
a village in Darfur . 
Whether or not the word genocide is employed, 
there is no question that the Janjaweed have 
certainly broken the Laws of War. These laws, 
set forth at the Geneva Conventions of 1949, 
with two additional provisions added in 1977, 
were intended to protect people from inhumane 
conduct in times of war and came, largely, as a 
result of the horrors committed by the Nazis 
during World War II. The Sudanese government 
accepted these laws as they were set forth and 
agreed to abide by them. As such, being proven 
to have committed, or have assisted in the com~ 
mission of, the types ofatrodties of which they 
are accused is a direct violation and could result 
in the leaders' prosecution in the Interriational 
Criminal Court. 
Dr. Annie Sparrow and 
Human Rights Watch 
Watchdog groups, including the United Nations, 
have been into Darfur to bear witness to and 
document the crimes being perpetrated. Human 
Rights Watch (www.hrw.org) is one such group, 
and according to their widely distributed litera-
ture, they have documentation of several viola-
tions including "massacres, executions, of civil-
ians - including women and children - acts or 
sexual violence,[and] the burning of towns and 
villages." All such activities, aside from being 
reprehensible, are specifically forbidden by the 
protocols set forth in the Geneva Convention 
and, because of their "widespread and systemat-
ic" scope in this instance, are considered crimes · 
against humanity. .. 
Arial view of a refogee camp in Chad · 
Dr. Annie Sparrow, a pediatrician and Fellow 
with the with Human Rights Watch HIV/AIDS 
program, initially went into internally displaced 
persons (IDP) camps . in Darfur and . refugee 
camps in neighboring Chad to interview women 
on their experiences with sexual ·violence - a 
huge problem now faced by women forced to 
live in refugee or IDp· camps because their vil-
lages were destroyed by the Janjaweed. 
Unfortuntely, because they have no homes to . 
return to, they will probably be forced to remain 
iIi these camps for a long time to come. 
As Dr. Sparrow and her colleagues interviewed 
the women, they gave the women's children 
paper and crayons to keep them occupied. Little 
did they know that this action would result in 
some of the only "hard evidence" of the happen-
ings within Darfur - the children's drawings. 
Over several visits, Dr. Sparrow and her col-
leagues collected hundreds of drawings from 
children in Darfur and Chad. These drawings 
graphically depict the things the children had 
witnessed - bombings by military helicopters, 
burning of villages, rapes, murders, and mutila-
tions - things that no child should ever see. 
Since they have been forced to witness such 
atrocities, however, Dr. Sparrow and Human 
Rights Watch have been on a mission to make 
sure that their traumatism wasn't in vain. The 
By Easter Z. Wood 
exhibition of the drawings, entitled "Smallest 
Witnesses: The Conflict in · Darfur Through 
Children's Eyes," has circulated throughout the 
country, including a stop at the gallery in New 
York University's Bronfrnan Center for Jewish 
Student Life. The exhibition was on display 
there through September 6,2005. 
Dr. Sparrow retells the story of the child who 
made this drawing during a lecture at NYU. 
Aside from making the drawings public, Dr. 
Sparrow is also touring and giving lectures 
about the events taking place in Darfur, includ-
ing a session at NYU's Bronfrnan Center a few 
weeks ago. She has also been featured in a PBS 
special about the Darfur crisis. Dr. Sparrow has 
said that, through the drawings, the children are 
creating a . ''unique visual vocabulary that· cor-
roborates all tIie testimony ... taken from adults" 
(The New York Times - July 6, 2005) and that 
this "visual vocabulary" may aid in the prosecu-
tion of Sudan's leaders in the ICC due to a lack 
of other evidence. More immediately, she 
believes that the exhibition of the drawings will 
help bring Darfur into the public consciousness 
and urge people to get involved in helping those 
affected. 
BCC will welcome Dr. Sparrow during 
International Education Week. She will address 
those in attendance at th<; Opening Ceremony 
on Monday, October 31 at 12 Noon, and she 
will remain on hand to display some of the 
drawings in the multicultural art exhibition, 
which will be located in the lower level of 
Colston Hall from 1 - 3 PM the same day. The 
drawings Dr. Sparrow will bring were not part 
of the exhibition and have never been publicly 
viewed. All are invited and urged to attend this 
and the other events taking place during the 
week. 
HOW .YOU CAN HELP 
Collection containers will be available to 
accept donations for the people of Darfur 
during International Education Week. If . 
you are among the first 100 people to 
donate $1 or more, you will receive a 
green Save Darfur wristband to wear in 
show of your support for the cause. 
All proceeds will be sent to the Save 
Darfur Coalition -- read more about the 
coalition and the crisis at 
www.SaveOarfur.com 
I 
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worJ<, QI,edllJe contact us for a 
Contact Harriet Shenkman x5S9:1. 
Letters to The 
Communicator 
.. ~4.I~~r,I~I" ~9.,ljcy a"d 
Disclaimer 
The ·Communicator urges students to respond 
to articles and editorials found in , this news-
paper. We also urge you speak: out on issues 
that matter to the college community, as well 
as your neighborhood, the city, state, nation 
and world-at-Iarge. 
The views expressed in published letters are 
solely those of the writer and do not necessar-
ily represent the views of The ~ommunicator. 
We reserve. the right to shorten any letter sub-
mitted due to space considerations. 
. We reserve the right to refuse publication to 
any letter due to space conside~ations, as well 
as those letters deemed inappropriate because 
of profane language, non-verification prob-
lems and/or slander. 
No letter wil! be published unless the author 
submits his or her name, and telephone num-
ber . . 





. . (Tedits ' 
. i: . 
to ' Pace University. 
LEARN WHY YOU . SHOULD 
TRANSFER'TO PACE UNIVERSITY. 
Simple Transfer Credit Program: 
Pace will accept a maximum of 68 credits from ace-edited two-year colleges. 
Outstandina Scholarship Opportunities: 
Our prestigious Deans' Scholanhip.program offers qualified 
students'awarda up 10 S9,000 per year. Due 10 limited funds, , 
we encourage you to apply as ooon as poosible. 
Over 80 Majors In The Following Are~ 
~ BusineSs . ' • Computer Science • Education 
• Information Systems • liberal Ans &Sciencea • Nuning. 
Outstanding Cooperative Education Program: 
Pace offen one of the largest, mOl!'Successful Cooperative lJducalion 
programs iil the New York City ,metropolitan area Last year over 900 
undergraduate students earned income and significant work experience 
iil C?rporations, goyemment, and non-profit otganization, 
,Guaranteed Tuition 
We guarantee that your tuition will not iilaease for up to five yean. 




A New York Success Story 
For more information, www.pace.~u 
or call 1-SOO-S74-PACE ext Al3 . 
New York· White Plains· Pleasantville/Briardlff .• Hudson Valley 
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AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 
Marketing Internship Opportunity 
Roles and Responsibilities 
• General Marketing Support 
• Daily administrative duties for department, as needed. For example, printing out color copies of ads, 
faxing, copying, retrieving packages at Security Desk 
• Collect Museum ads. Clip, label with publication and date, and file. 
15 
• Collect Competitive ads. Review city papers and magazines for other museum and cultural institution 
advertising for ideas, trends, similar programming. Clip and file. 
• Enter visitor contact information , from visitor surveys and eNotes sign-up forms collected at events like 
Starry Nights. 
• Museum Materials and Signage 
Marketing gets the word out throughout the Museum about our exhibitions (Petra, Exploratorium) and 
shows (Space show, IMAX) with stanchion posters, rack card distribution, backlist and banners. We 
keep track of what is where with a Word document. 
• Keep track of and change stanchion signage when necessary. 
• Keep track of and change info kiosk signage when necessary. 
• Keep track of and change backlits when necessary. Keep track of and change signage under the 
glass when necessary 
• Special Projects 
• Projects may include researching creative new kinds of promotions that -are available, compiling lists 
of venues for materials distribution, etc. 
Human Resources Matters 
• Pay Rate & Scheduling 
• $9/hour, maximum 20 hours a week, preferably 5 hours a day/4 days a week. 
Contact: Professor Andrew Rowan, 718.289.5314, for referral information. 
The Con."nunicator Team! 
See your name in print. 
Express yourself. 
Put your finger on the pulse of BCC. 
The Communicator is looking for 
Writers~ Graphic Designers 
and Photographers. 
• Write about sports, national and international events, campus life, 
entertainment, including music, film , plays and art. _ 
• Help us design each monthly issue of 
The Communicator. 
• Photograph campus life, as well as throughout the city. 
Become part of our growing team. 
Join The Communicator toda I Colston Hall Room 605 
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R E M E M B 
By . Geralde Parvilus 
P aris in the summer -- a cultural expe~ence that I was fortunate enough to have with a group of students from various insti~­
tions, was a trip that will not soon be forgotten. 
For almost a year I looked forward to participat-
ing in this cultural excursion to Paris, where the 
scheduled itinerary included a bus tour of hIs-
toric sights and monuments, a boat ride along 
the River Seine, and a trip to Versailles. 
A month prior to departure I gathered a selection 
of resource guides and information on the inter-
net about the most effective way to coordinate 
specific sights of interest within the " free-day" 
blocks provided in the group itinerary. My list 
consisted of a delicate melange of views, sights 
and experiences that consisted of the following: 
The best'bird's eye viewpoints 
• Arc de Triomphe 
'Eiffel Tower 
• La Grande Roule (the Big Wheel) in Ie 
Jardin des Tuileries . 
• Notre Dame Tower 
• Sacre-Coeur 
• Tour Montparnasse 
"Must-See" sights 
• Musee d'Orsay 
• Musee Rodin 
• Napoleon's Tomb - Les Invalseides's 
• Palais Royal 
• Pantheon 
• Rue Champs-Elysees 
• Sainte-Chapelle 
• The Louvre 
Best experiences of quintessential Paris 
• Boat trip along the River Seine 
• . Rub shoulders with the local haute . 
couture shoppers of the 1 er arrondisse 
ment (equivalent to Madison or Fifth 
Avenue) 
• Indulge in a bite to eat at a bistro in the 
Saint-Germain-des-Pres district 
• Take an adventurous climb up to 
Basilique du Sacre-Coe.ur 
• Watch the world go by from a sidewalk 
cafe over crepes and water with gas 
(that is how they refer to carbonated 
water) 
• Sit along the left bank of the Seine and 
wave to ~e Bateaux Mouches (boat 
tour) pass¢ngers 
• Browse through the limitless book 
stores and eclectic shops of the Latin 
Quarter 
• Stroll through the park beside Notre-
Dame 
• Enjoy the haute coutur~ of iCe cream, 
Glace Berthillon 
Departure Day . 
Three-hours before departure there was a signif-
icant barrage of students at the departure gate, 
chatting in excitement about their expectations 
Of crossing the Atlantic; many of them for the 
first time. Introductions were made and we 
were quickly urged to board' and take our seats 
for the 7-hour flight to Paris's Charles de Gaulle 
Airport. Upon disembarking, navigating 
through the airport seemed effortless and signif-
icantiy more user-friendly than what we would· 
go through in the states. Another 45-minute bus 
ride from. the airport to the hotel awaited us, 
before we were able to exhale. Needless to say 
we were all ·extremely exhausted, but the thrill 
of being in Paris, and just in time to celebrate its 
independence, gave many of us a second wind~ 
Our guide provided us with useful tid-bits of 
information that would prove to be useful over 
the course of our stay,. such as: 
Knowing the di.f.ference between the Rive Droite 
(Right Bank - north) and the Rive Gauche (Left 
Bank - south) of the Seine if one of the first 
things she advisetiJ.us to keep in mind because 
the river makes basic orientation easy. The 
Right Bank of the Seine is traditionally more 
elegant and commercial, while the Left Bank of 
the Seine is the artistic area where the Sorbonne 
and the Quartier Latin (Latin Quarter) are. 
Between the two banks lies 'lle de la Cite, the 
heart of medieval Pari's. In addition to Paris 
being divided into the Right and Left Bank, it is ' 
broken down into a series of 20 arrondissements 
(districts) that form a counter-clockwise sphere 
with the Louvre and Palais Royal at its center. 
The best way to discover Paris is on foot or by 
metro 
Highlights of Views,. Sights and Experiences 
Arc de Triomphe - also referred to as Etoile, 
meaning star, because twelve avenues radiate 
from the Are, is a colossal 164-foot triumphal 
arch planned by Napoleon to celebrate his mili-
tary successes. 
R I N G 
Les Invalseides s Eglise du Dome (the Dome 
Church) - the commanding dome of this 
baroque church was based on St. Peter's 
Basilica in Rome and. it is where Napoleon's 
remains rest in imperial splendor. 
Basilique du Sacre-Coeur - The white domes of 
the Sacred Heart basilica patrols the Paris sky-
line from the top of Montmartre atop a grassy 
mound while golden mosaics line the cavernous 
halls that lead to cascading stairs that ends in a 
grand vista. . 
Bateaux Parisiens ·,.. A channing glass-roofed 
boat offering a one-hour tour with live commenc 
tary that leave from the Left Bank of the Seine 
near the Eiffel Tower, and circles around He d~ 
la Cite. 
The Mona Lisa - The famous pamtmg 
Leonardo Da Vinci on display at the Louvre 
p A R I 
Eiffel Tower - Otherwise known as the Iron 
Lady of Paris is perhaps the one sight most 
closely associated with Paris. Originally created 
for the World Exhibition of 1889, this 7,000 ton 
is its most exquisite at night when a breathtak-
ing 20,000 lights illuminate the colossal bulk 
show. 
Jardin des Tuileries - Gardens originally 
designed for Catherine Medici but is probably 
most recognizable as the gracious garden paint-
ed by Claude Monet and Auguste Renoir. It is 
not only a lovely place to stroll, read or engage 
in conversation with friends, but there is also an 
amusement park with a Big Wheel Carousel (La 
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Musee d 'Qrsay - Is by far my favorite museum. 
Once a Belle Epoque train station, it is now a 
treasure trove of late 19th-century art from 
impressive Impressionist and Postimpressionist 
artists such as van Gogh, Monet, Manet and 
Gauguin. 
Notre Dame Tower - A looming presence on IIe 
de la Cite, this most enduring gothic style cathe-
drale is the most enduring symbol of Paris, 
made famous by the immensely popular novel 
by Victor Hugo featuring the hunchback 
Quasimodo. Climbing the 387 steps to the 
tower, I was rewarded with a classic view of 
Paris with stoned gargoyles keeping watch over 
it. 
17 
Rue Champs-Elysees - The world's most famous 
avenue is not only the main traffic nexus but a 
main shopping district. However despite the 
influx of chain shops and surge of cars and 
pedestrians, there is a certain je ne sais quoi 
about strolling up Les Champs that one must 
experience. 
Sainte-Chapelle - A fragile gothic church with 
the most awesome windows ever seen - the 
most ancient stained-glass windows in Paris. In 
the 13th century King Louis IX built this church 
hold the crown of thorns. Standing in the center 
of this magnificent church, the beauty of Sainte-
Chapelle comes alive - instead of walls all you 
see are 6,458 square feet of stained-glass with 
colorful the windows. 
The Louvre - the ultimate traveler's prize is 
nothing short of incomparable. The former 
palace is the address for the Mona Lisa, the 
Venus de Milo, and more than 800,000 other art-
works and 
Grande Roule), arcade, rides and eateries. Reading along the iefl bank of the Seine 
Watching the world go by from a sidewalk cafe 




·Paris .means a great many to 
people. Every quartier (neighborhood) has its 
own personality and unexpected treasures. 
Within the short time I spent in Paris, exploring 
these treasures was my purpose. The city can 
seem like a living art gallery vacillating between 
shades of gold, pink and silver as though it were 
an Impressionist's piece or a misty street 
describe in a novel where a woman's abstract 
stare over a glass of green liqueur at a 
Montmartre cafe. You can wander for hours 
without getting bored. Like the champagne-
frosted scene in Casablanca where Bogie and 
Bergman reminisced about Paris, the time I 
spent in this endlessly resonant city will remain 
a lifelong reference point, not only because it is 
a city you can fall in love with, but because it 
was my Dad's first trip to Europe and it was 
great witnessing these great wonders for the first · 
. time together. 
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Bringing the Experience to Life 
By Easte r Z. Wood ------------------------------
This is part 2 of a 4-part series. 
Part I appears in the September issue 
of The Communicator. 
When we left off, 1 was at the end of my 
fourth day in Ghana and 1 was recalling 
the events of the day. 1 had just come 
home from a social gathering and we had 
been to the Aburi woodcarver s village 
that is located on a mountainside just 
outside of Accra. 
As previously mentioned, the journal is 
slightly abridged, but unchanged except 
for a few added notes to help bring things 
together and the opinions expressed are 
solely mine unless otherwise noted. 
Monday, June 27, 2005 - 12:16 AM 
Oh, another thing about the mountain - as 
we came down we stopped to buy some 
fruit - what an experience! As soon as we 
stopped the car, we were surrounded by 
women and children with pineapples, 
mangos, bananas,' oranges, and some-
thing they were calling apples, but they 
didn't look like apples to me. Everyone 
was yelling, "Madame! Madame!" and 
yelling out their prices. Somehow I ended 
up with three pineapples when I was only 
trying to buy one but, hey. The fruit is SO 
sweet and delicious here! Very interesting 
experience indeed - exciting and fun for 
me. 
Wednesday, June 29 2005 - 9:14 AM 
I've neglected my writing duties yester-
day and now there is much catching up to 
do. Monday was great - we had a deli-
cious breakfast of fruits, omelets, and 
muffins at the Basement (Note: a local 
restaurant that prepared most of our 
meals) and then tried to go to the US 
Embassy but they had stopped taking 
people for the day. (Note: When traveling 
abroad for an extended period, it is a 
good idea to register with the US 
Embassy in the country you're in. The 
Embassy keeps track of all Americans in 
a given country at a given time and will 
provide you with helpful information 
about the country.) We had a tour of the 
Kwame Nkrumah mausoleum, which 
was quite informative. Nkrumah was an 
important figure in Ghanaian history -
their first president and the liberator of 
the country. 
6:19 PM 
So where was I? As you can see, I was 
pulled away for some more adventures -
smile. Yes, so Nkrumah is an important 
figure in Ghanaian as well as African his-
tory as he led Ghana to become the first 
independent African republic and helped 
lead other nations to follow suit. 
Apparently, the US thought that he was 
having too much contact with communist 
nations such as Cuba and China, and the 
US CIA organized a coup d'etat in Ghana 
to overthrow his administration. He actu-
ally died in Romania (after being in exile 
in Guinea for several years) and was 
buried at his family home in Nkroful, 
Ghana, and then re-buried at the mau-
soleum in Accra. Tells you something 
about the Africa to know that th", mau-
soleum is constructed of Italian marble 
and was built by Chinese people (Note: 
There is actually a very interesting con-
nection between the Chinese and Ghana. 
Do a little research *smile*.) 
Friday, July 1, 2005 - 8:30 PM 
I know I have been neglecting my duties . 
I guess r have been too busy living the 
experience to write about it but I will try 
to do better. We are now in Kumasi. We 
just got here today and so far I am dig-
ging it. Definitely a different feel than 
Accra. Really hilly and densely populat-
ed - I like it. So - one little tragedy that 
I'm recovering from - my wonderful 
Ghanaian Rasta brother accidentally 
erased the first seven days of my trip 
from my camera's memory. (Note: This is 
why I don't have pictures of some sights, 
but there are plenty of pictures available 
online if you're interested in seeing those 
places I don't provide pictures of. Also, 
of interest: There is a considerable 
Rastafarian population in Ghana, which 
was a pleasant surprise for me. I found 
out that a lot of Jamaicans were able to 
trace their ancestry to the Akan people of 
Ghana and that many Jamaicans - includ-
ing Bob Marley's widow, Rita, and chil-
dren - have moved to Ghana and brought 
Rastafarianisfil with them.) Yes - I know. 
I cried and mourned a bit and then I and 
others said que sera sera ... what is meant 
is what is. Perhaps that portion of the trip 
was just for me and I wasn't meant to 
share those images - who knows 
Onyame's reasons for things? (Note: 
Onyame is one of the Ghanaian words for 
God. Remember the phrase Gye Nyame 
from the last installment?) 
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through Journaling - Part II 
Today is a good day - the day of Ghana's 
independence from the Brits. There is a 
big concert going on here at the hotel -
also the Miklin, but in Kumasi. I see that 
CP Time is CP Time the world over; the 
concert was supposed to start at 7 but will 
probably start here in a minute - almost 
9 . Before leaving Accra, we , visited the 
[W.E-B.] DuBois Center on Wednesday 
and the BUSIEST market I've ever been 
in. And Dr. C. says the Kumasi market is 
even crazier! 
Monday, .July 4, 2005 - 10:00 PM 
So - her.e we are in Tamale. I am making 
an effort with the writing but it is a little 
difficult because I am' so introspective - I 
don' t even want to share my thoughts 
with the paper. So, when I last wrote, we 
were on our way out to a concert. It final-
ly started around 11 and turned out to be 
pretty cool. This group called Paye made 
a song called " Shody" - which I think is 
Ghanaian for "Shorty" (Note: "Shorty" is 
a slang term males use to refer to their 
girlfriends) because the song goes " I and 
my shody are one, are one." *laugh* I've 
definitely got to get a mix CD with that 
on it before I go back. Today we went to 
the top of the country, Paga. We saw the 
Burkina-Faso border and visited the Paga 
cr~~odile pond. I held the tails of two dif-
ferent crocs and I've got the pictures! 
FUN FUN! We visited a traditional mud 
hut village and there was the most 
adorable old woman there - I wish I had 
taken her picture. The village is preserved 
from the slave days along with many arti-' 
facts. I feel blessed to have been given a 
clay dish that was used by the ancestors 
and retrieved from the ground .. .it was 
from the heart and it means a lot to me. and a bulldozer to remove it from the 
ground. Okomfo Anokye was ,also the 
We visited the Nania slave camp where man who received the Golden Stool of 
people were held before being sold into 
bondage at the Salaga market; where we 
will go tomorrow. (Note: The Salaga 
market was one of the largest save mar':' 
kets in Ghana. The guide told us that 
approximately 500,000 people were sold 
through the market) I .don' t think it has all 
really sunken in yet, but we visited ' the 
graveyard of ' our ancestors and poured 
libati.on for them. (Note: Pouring libation 
is' a practice common to many traditional 
African religions consisting of saying the Asante when it descended from heav-
prayers while pouring a pure liquid such en. (Note: The Golden Stool is said to 
as water, milk or schnapps) !.was partic- . contain the soul of the Asante kingdom. 
ularly hurt to the heart when the guide The, story of the stool is very interesting, 
" a brief history of the' stool and other his-
spoke of how the people had to abandon 
their children as they ran from the raiders 
and how the raiders would, in turn, kill 
any children they found. The strength it 
took them to go on ' must have been 
incredible - makes me feel like a HUGE 
baby for some of the things that I fret 
over and worry about. [While being held 
at the camp at Nania] they had to eat from, 
depressions worn out in the rocks - they 
drank from rock a well and their only 
form of entertainment , was makeshift 
drums - one large rock being beaten by 
some smaller ones - and singing. 
Saturday we visited the site where [the 
priest] Okomfo Anokye planted the 
sword of the Asante ' kingdom in 1687. 
The legend has it that when he planted it, 
he said that they day it was removed from 
the ' ground is the day that the Asante 
kingdom will end. Well - the sword is ' 
still there, despite the attempts of many a 
strong man - including Mohammed Ali -
torical information about Ghana can be 
found at 
http://www.pbs.org/wonders/Episodes/E· , 
pi3/3_ wondla.htm). Anokye also proph-
esized that there would be a hospital built 
on the site of the sword' s planting and 
there is indeed a hospital right behind the 
. site - . commissioned by [Kwame] 
Nkrumah. 
Friday, before we arrived at the hotel we 
visited the Asantehene 's (Note: 
Asantehene means " king of Asante") 
palace that was 'built by the British after 
they burned Kumasi [and the old palace]. 
They tried to give [the palace] to the 
Asante as a gift, but they insisted on pay-
for it. 
the 
done by Madame Tussaud 
ASantewaa . (Note: Yaa is another very 
interesting figure ill Ghanaian history. 
She was a warrior woman who ' led the 
charge against the British and died in 
exile on Seychelles Island) and the for-
mer, as well as the present, kings. I'll fin-
ish up in the morning - Sunday held a lot 
of adventure .. . 
20 
K e i t 
T
here's an old Negro spiritual called . 
"Witness," and whenever I think of 
filmmaker, Keith Andre Beauchamp, 
I can ' t help but wonder, "Lord, what manner 
of man is this?" Surely, most people will 
permit them selves to see only the young 
man who is dancing on what seems to be a 
wave of sudden good fortune, which, in 
reality, is the end result of over ten years of 
constant dreaming, endless hoping, down-
on-your-knees praying, a steadfast belief in 
what he has been working toward, that 
through God's grace has segued into the 
. greatest demonstration of all, that glorious 
expectation of one's greatest good. And it 
has been Keith's ability to accept whal he 
has worked so hard to achieve that ultimate-
ly bears the most bountiful fruits · of his 
labors. 
I first stumbled across the name Keith · 
Beauchamp about two years ago. All of a 
sudden there he was, as if he ' d been 
dropped from out of nowhere. His youthful-
ly handsome but unfamiliar face was peer-
ing up at me from the pages of an interview 
in The Amsterdam News, one of the oldest 
and most esteemed Black newspapers in the 
country. In addition, there he was claiming 
ownership of his yet-to-be-released, authen-
ticated film documentary on the brief life 
and sadistic murder of Emmett Till. This · 
grossly premature death of a 14-year-old 
Black kid from Chicago in Money, 
Mississippi, represented one of the most 
horrible murders in the history of the Uni!j:d 
States. 
Yet, I was fully aware that in the back-
ground was the already established film-
maker, documentarian, Macarthur 
Fellowship winner, and senior craftsman 
al'ld artisan, Stanley Nelson's completed 
documentary, The Murder of Emmett nn," 
which had already'been announced by PBS · 
. for broadcasting in the near future . 
Needless to say, I was confused. 
The' questions are, "Who is Keith 
Beauchamp?" and "Why should we know 
him?" Keith Andre Beauchamp, is a · 34-
year-old, first-time filmmaker whose film, 
The Untold Story of Emmett Louis till, 
opened this summer to overwhelming raves 
from the major critics and SOLD OUT audi-
ences at NYC's prestigious Film Forum. A 
native Louisianan, he attended Southern 
University as a criminal justice student 
aspiring to become a civil-rights attOrney. It 
didn't take too long before his original 
dream was abruptly interrupted. The occa-
sion presented itself with a racist encounter 
in Baton Rouge involving some white, 
undercover police officers. These upstand- '. 
ing defenders of justice didn't take ton kind-
ly when Keith partnered with a white female 
on the danCe floor. This event gave him the 
chance to reconsider· whether or not the 
South was a suitable home for him. · 
Shortly afterwards, Mr. Beauchamp arrived 
in New York and began an apprenticeship 
and started working with music videos that 
eventually landed him at the production · 
house Big Baby Films. The newly acquired 
skills and expertise learned from his day job 
became the tools and arsenal he used during 
his evenings in pursuit of justice in the case 
of Emmett Till. . 
Fifty years later, the I)ame and legacy of 
Emmett Till remains a permanent stain upon 
this country's heritage. Until now, this inci-
dent has proved too ugly and painful to 
remember. . Yet, it has been the recent 
release of Mr. Beauchamp's film, The 
Untold Story of Emmett Louis TIll, that has . 
initiated a new dialogue, especially young 
people, concerning this gross injustice. 
Many historians continue to place the begin-
ning of the civil rights movement on May 
17, 1954 with the Supreme Court's decision 
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vs. or 
December I, 1955 when Rosa Parks refused 
to give up her bus seat to a white passenger, 
a disobedience that brought about the 
Montgomery boycotts. Yet, as one becomes 
enmeshed with Keith Beauchamp's unfold-
ing on-screen drama, · one can't help but 
understand how much the murder of 
Emmett THI set in· motion a certain ricochet 
effect of historical events that mark its pres-
ence as a pivotal factor in actually giving 
birth to what we call the Civil Rights move-
ment. That clarification alone, not to men-
tion the character, single mindedness ofpur-
pose, and his desire to serve young people ·in 
regards to educating them about their for-
gotten past(s) and hi·story, is reason alone 
for us to have the opportunity of getting to 
know who he is. 
Damon Evans: 
How old were you when you first learned 
fiJbQut Emme.tt nil? ~1 we~ th~e .circum-
stances surrounding your finding out? 
Keith Beauchamp: 
I was first introduced to the Emmett Till 
case at the ag~ of 10. I ·was in my parent's 
study and came across a copy of Jet maga-
zine that published the photo of his corpse. 
Like many of us, the photograph shocked 
me tremendously. At that time, my parents 
came in and explained the story to me. 
Throughout my life . the name Emmett Till 
kept resurfacing. When I went to high 
School, I began interracial dating and the 
first thing my parents said were, "Don't let 
what happened to Emmett TiU happen to 
you." It was an educational tool that my 
parents used at home to teach us about the . 
racism that still exists in this country. 
Two weeks before my high school gradua-
tion, I attended a pre-graduation party where 
I was assaulted by an undercover police 
officer for dancing with a white girl. After 
this incident, I wanted to put myself in a 
position to make ·sure these types of things 
never happened to a person of color again. I 
attended Southern University of Baton 
Rouge, and began studying criminal law in 
hoPes of becoming a civil-rights attorn';y: 
In the fall of 1996, some of my childhood 
friends invited me to visit them in New 
York. They had just started their own film 
production company and I began to work 
with them, producing and writing muSic 
videos. Eventually, I moved to New York to 
work full-time in film production. One 
evening, at a company· meeting, I was asked 
if there was one film that I could produce, 
what would that be? Well, the first thing 
that popped into my .mind was the Emmett 
Till case. 
DE: 
This entire undertaking has been a ten-year 
odyssey for you. Did you ever expect the 
overwhelmingly positive reception that has 
greeted your film and activism? 
a u c h 
KB: 
During the t>eginning stages of this project, 
I felt that all the odds were against me. It 
was just so difficult being a first-time film 
director and having to deal with the many 
trials and tribulations that go with that type 
of naivete. With the help of the late Mrs, 
Mamie Till-Mobley and my mother, they 
both made me feel that I was preordained to 
tell this story. Mrs. Mobley always said that 
ju.st as this case was a catalyst for change in 
1955, it could also be a catalyst for change 
for today's generation. I always prayed that 
the . day would come when people would 
recognize what I had done. I was never able· 
to convince myself that it would happen in 
my lifetime. So, getting these positive 
responses ' from the public is quite over-
whelming. 
DE: 
Throughout the years, Mrs. TIll-Mobley 
must have surely encountered more than a 
few less than honorable individuals who 
professed interest in the retelling and rein-
o • vestigation of her son:SO murder. How were 
you able to win her confidence .and support 
when others had failed? 
KB: 
When I first called ' Mrs. Mobley and 
expressed ·my interest in the story, she was 
captivated by my youth. She was very sur-
prised to see someone ·so young wanting to 
produce·'" film of this nature about an event 
that was before his time. Mrs. Mobley 
taught kids for most of her life. She always 
felt that a change would come through edu-
cation. 
Although she was amazed by my interest in 
the case, I still went through a probationary 
Period. There were so many people who 
came in and out of Mrs. Mobley's life trying 
to produce something on her son's case but 
no one ever really followed through. I 
promised Mrs. Mobley from day one that I 
would do everything in my power til make 
sure that this case was reopened. From that 
point on, Mrs. Mobley placed me in un~er 
her wing andwe worked together for eight 
years -- until her passing. 
My bonding with Mrs. Mobley was like a 
grandmother-grandson relationship. When I 
began this project, my grandmother had just 
passed away and Mrs. Mobley filled that 
void. In regards to Mrs. Mobley's feelings 
towards me, she often said that I was like a 
second son to her. As a result of oUr rela-
tionship, she helped to sculpt me into the 
person that I have become today. . 
DE: 
Every time I view your film I am amazed at 
the amount of courage it took for her to do 
what she did. You knOw. like going through 
the ordeal of viewing her son s body, making 
the decision to have an open casket so that 
America could see the brutal ugliness qf its 
racism, and to have endured the fear; mock-
ery, and pain of attending the trial of 
Emmetts murderers. All of that must have 
been absolutely devastating. Since you actu-
ally had the opportunity of really getting to 
know ·her; what factors do you think helped 
give her the strength, faith and courage to 
do all that she did? 
KB: 
I can sum that question up with one word, 
"God." Mrs. Mobley had a strong faith in 
the Creator, Through her, I learned faith. I 
learned how to believe in myself.and about 
the art of perseverance. Looking back over 
everything that Mrs. Mobley went through, 
one can only believe that there was a higher 
force that was involved with her life. 
DE: 
I did some research at the Schomburg 
Collection and was shocked to learn that 
a p • • 
there was so much material available on 
Emmett s death, including a work written 
totally in Italian. Why do you think America 
forgot Emmett TIll when it was so obvious 
his murder had caused such a sensation at 
the time? 
KB: 
The Emmett Till case was a story that was 
never supposed to be told. It was one of the 
greatest injustices ever committed to a. child 
in America. The Till case dealt with sex and 
race, issues that remain taboo and that we 
are still afraid to talk about in a public 
forum. That's really why the Till story was 
almost wiped from the pages of "His-
Story." 
DE: 
I have been to several screenings and.have 
been aware of the diverse audience that 
your film is attracting. Why do you think so 
many people from so many different back-
grounds are flocking to see it? 
KB: 
There's been such a strong interest in this 
case for many of years. This case has 
inspired artists, historia.ns, and the common 
public for generations. The murder of 
E.m.m.ett Till was a murder of an innocent 
child who !liter became the true catalyst that 
sparked ' the American civil rig4ts move-
ment. 
DE: 
Was there any time during your investiga-
tive research ·and pursuit for new informa-
tion that you ever felt intimidated or fright-
ened? Did you ever feel that you had been 
placed in a dangerous situation that could 
cost you your life? If so, would you please 
expound upon the situation and give an 
example? 
KB: 
During my research of the Till case 1 never 
felt intimidated or frightened. This was a 
story that I was willing to die for in order to 
tell. The late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
said, "If a man hasn't found something that 
is worth dying for, then he's not fit to live." 
Through this whole process of producing 
this' film, I would recite this great quote 
whenever I felt like giving up. However, I 
did have a number of close calls. 
The one that sticks out the most is when I 
went to interview Ruthie Mae Crawford. 
When I approached her home one evening 
with a .camera.m;m and a friend, she became 
furious. She felt that I was going to get ber 
killed and threatened not to do the interview. 
As we sat in her living room, I saw a fear on 
h';" face that i had never seen before in a 
human being. It was a fear. that was conta-
gious. After we left, we decided to go to a 
local store in the area to get some gas. I 
walked in the establishment and there was a 
group of rednecks watching . my every 
.move. I exited the store, filled the car with 
some gas and started the engme. . By this 
time, the cameraman had returned from 
going to the restroom. He got into the car 
and was upset about encountering one of the 
men and the way he was looking at him. We 
drove off and were traveling down a dark 
highway when minutes later, a sheriff car 
pulls up behind us and turned on its sirens 
and there we were, three black men in a 
rental car, shooting a film about the Emmett 
Till in Mississippi. 
All I could think about were those three 
civil rights workers from years ago. There 
was panic in the car, so I told everyone 
when we had stopped not to get out of ' the 
car. The sheriff's car pulled right up to oui 
bumper, slowed down, and then it passed us,·' 
turning off his sirens as he went away. That 
was the closest <;all. From that point on my 
friends felt as if I had a death wish. . 
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After that incident, 1 decided to travel alone. 
I felt if something should ever happen to my 
friends or my family than I would never for-
give myself. The Emmett Till story is my 
passion and I didn 't want to jeopardize any-
one e lse's life but my own 
DE: 
How did your film s participants originally 
respond 10 the request to be involved with 
your project? 
KB: 
The majority of the witnesses in the film 
wanted so badly to participate. For fifty years 
they had held this information in and - fmal-
ly -- they were going to have an opportunity 
to set the record straigbt by giving their 
accounts of what happened. For a few oth-
ers, it took 8 little more convincing because 
they were so afraid to talk about it and they 
felt that I was putting their lives in danger. I 
spent most of the time becoming friends with 
them witnesses so they could trust me, and I 
could begin to unravel this puzzle of a case. 
DE: 
Was there ever any real doubt that it was 
Emmett Till s body after it was found? 
KB: 
There was no doubt whatsoever that the body 
that was pulled from the Tailahatchie River 
was Emmett Till's. He was identified by the 
ring on his finger that had the initials of his 
father, Louis Till. Also, SheriffH. C. Strider 
signed the death certificate identifying the 
body as Emmett Till. If this had been men-
tioned in 1955 during the trial, H . C. Strider 
could have been indicted for perjury. 
lnstead, he testified that the body that was 
found was not Emmett Till 's. 
DE: 
There is something that I would like to clear 
up once and for all. In Stanley Nelson s film 
the viewe r gets the impression that Emmett 
was no~ castrated. In your film there is a 
brief reference to the fact that he was. Which 
version is true? 
KB: 
The main reason why I decided to produce 
my film with eyewitnesses telling their sto-
ries is because you cannot debate their testi-
monies of what transpired in '55. My film 
only uses the facts that are given by the eye-
witnesses who were there at the time. 
Emmett Till was castrated. However, it 
would have been very difficult to prove that 
during the recent exhumation because you 
would have been dealing with soft tissue and 
not bones. 
DE: 
It seems pretty obvious to some of us that 
something negative went down between PBS. 
Stanley Nelson, and you. Also, after seeing 
your interpretation of Emmett s murder on 
film its extremely apparent that Stanley 
Nelson didn ~ enjoy the same accessibility to 
Emmett s mother that you did? Would you 
please comment upon this? 
KB: 
In 2000, I presented a proposal to PBS in 
hopes of getting a partner to help me contin-
ue to produce the film. Weeks later, I 
received a letter stating that PBS would not 
be able to help me with development funds, 
but if I should complete the project they 
would be interested in distributing it for me. 
I decided to put together a 3D-minute 'work 
in progress ' of the film to raise funds to help 
complete the project. I used editor Sikay 
Tang to produce the 3D-minute piece. During 
that time Sikay, who had worked with 
Nelson, suggested that I go to him and see if 
he would help. Of course, I declined. The 
following week, Sikay came back and said 
that she had mentioned the project to Nelson 
and that, if 1 changed my mind, he would 
probabl y be willing to help me . Again, I 
declined. The next week, Sikay came into 
the studio and told me that Stanley Nelson 
had announced that he would stop the pro-
duction of his documentary, Blacks in 
Martha 's Vineyard, to produce the Emmett 
Till story. When he was asked, why is he 
producing this story knowing when he knew 
that [ was producing it, Stanley's answer 
was, "Keith doesn't have any money to pro-
duce his film , and my film is going to be dif-
ferent. H 
In November 2002, Newsday and The New 
York TImes wrote about my quest for justice. 
Months prior to the release of the articles, 
Mrs. Mobley called me and asked if I would 
have a problem with her doing an interview 
with Stanley. He offered her money and I felt 
there was no way that I was going to control 
her or stop her from talking about her son . I 
told Mrs. Mobley that it would be okay 
because I would probably have my film out 
before PBS. 
On November 16, 2002, I released my 90-
minute 'work in progress ' at the NYU Canter 
Film Center. PBS had slated Mr. Nelson's 
Till project for release for February 2003 
because of my early release date and the 
ensuing publicity surrounding my film and 
my quest for justice. That's when they decid-
ed to move their release date up in order to 
capitalize on the media attention that I was 
getting. 
At the November screening, I was joined by 
Mrs. Mobley and the witnesses. This was the 
first time that they had all come together to 
speak in public. That evening, Mrs. Mobley 
and I held a press conference to announce 
that we were fighting to get the case 
reopened. That's when all the media atten-
tion began, and it has followed me ever 
since. PBS ·threatened to pull their film from 
the lineup but decided to go ahead and 
release their film because of the new atten-
tion the case was getting. Until her passing, 
Mrs. Mobley always regretted her participa-
tion in Nelson's film . Mrs. Mobley and I had 
a deep, personal re lationship and we were 
both working on my Till project together. 
DE: 
It was announced that there we~ people in 
Emmett s family who did not want his body 
exhumed. How did you feel about this? 
What role, if any, did you have in getting 
them to change their minds? 
KB: 
When the authorities announced that they 
were going to exhume Emmett's body, I was-
n't surprised. Alvin Sykes of the Emmett Till 
Justice Campaign and I were lobbying for 
this to be done a year before. There was only 
one member of the family that did not want 
this to be done, and this stemmed from a 
heated conversation that I had with this fam-
ily member a year before. I was hurt but 
knew that this woman, who became the pres-
ident of the Emmett Till Foundation after 
Mrs. Mobley's passing, was going to object 
to everything in which I was involved. 
One year prior, I was speaking to this specif-
ic family member explaining, the importance 
of an autopsy and why it needed to be done. 
At the time, the family was already planning 
to exhume Emmett's body to put him in the 
mausoleum with Mrs. Mobley and her late 
husband. I expressed to the woman that it 
was important that we have an examination 
during the time of exhumation so that the 
body wouldn't be disturbed twice. She 
became very angry and my friendship with 
her ended. When they announced in June 
that they would be exhuming the body, she 
came out and claimed that the whole family 
was against the examination. That's when 
Mr. Simeon Wright (Emmett 's cousin) 
became vocal and made it clear that he and 
the res t of the family supported the decision. 
My alliance has always been with Mrs . 
Mobley and the witnesses who are in my film 
An Interview By Damon Evans 
and they gave their full support for the exhu- many milestones in modem history are 
matiao to happen. reflected in the seventy minutes of your 
The president of the Emmett Till Foundation 
then reached out to Rev. Jesse Jackson and 
misinformed him about what was going on 
and said that the family did not want the 
exhumation to happen. Then Jackson came 
out attacking the FBI and their investigation 
of the case. Mr. Wrigbt became angry and 
spoke out against the allegations that were 
being thrown at the FBI. The Till Estate 
made it clear that they supported this effort 
as well as many other family members. 
The family member who started this chaos 
was then told to keep quiet and that she was 
not speaking on behalf of the family's wish-
es and concerns. That's when she reversed 
her opinion. What was so disturbing to me is 
that she went back and apologized to Mr. 
Wrigbt, and the rest of the family, but she 
never gave me an apology. Mrs. Mobley told 
me if she should pass away during this jour-
ney to get her son's case reopened, she want-
ed me to continue until the job was done. 
DE: 
At best, what could DNA, or any other tests 
for that matter, prove after a/l this time? 
KB: 
There were three main objectives that we 
wanted to accomplish with the exhumation: 
I.In 1955, an autopsy was never 
performed on Emmett's body and, with any 
investigation that you hope will go to the 
court of law, an autopsy report is needed, so 
it could establish the cause of death and be 
used as evidence for the jurors. This is a 
common procedure that has to take place 
with any murder case. 
2.Secondly, we felt that the DNA 
was needed to identifY Till because of the 
case in 1955. In the court transcripts, it is 
stated that the prosecution in 1955 could not 
prove that the body that was pulled from the 
river was in fact Emmett Till. This dark 
cloud has always hovered over the case, and 
we wanted to put that theory to rest. 
3.Finally, we felt that forensic evi-
dence could be used to link others who were 
involved with the murder. 
DE: 
You have frequently voiced your hope and 
desire in seeing The Untold Story of Emmett 
Till used as a learning tool in our education-
al institutions. Why do you think so many 
young people are flocking to see your film? 
What have you noticed about their general 
reaction to it? 
KB: 
I believe that young people are flocking to 
the film because they can relate to me. I am 
a young man who has a burning desire to 
awaken the powerful minds of this genera-
tion, to get them involved with the move-
ment that still exists in this country. The hip-
hop generation of today, I believe, is the civil 
rights movement of today, and when they see 
a young person, such as myself that they can 
identify with, then they are more receptive to 
listen. 
No more can we rely on our elders to contin-
ue to carry the torch for a better way of life. 
It is our duty as young people to continue the 
figbt that our fore fathers and fore mothers 
fougbt for generations. Racism still exists in 
this country, and now it has trickled down to 
police brutality and racial profiling. Young 
people in this country want to be involved 
with something that has substance. The 
movement that still exists today has sub-
stance. When young people leave from my 
film, they are energized to take on the world 
and also accomplishing their dreams. [am 
truly blessed to have that voice, that now 
people young and old are willing to liste n to. 
I was actually surprised when I realized how 
work: The Great Migration, Jim Crow, the 
aftereffects of Brown versus Board of 
Education , Social Darwinism. and I want to 
personally thank you for fmally giving con-
text and meaning to the life and death of late 
Medger Evers. Observing and learning about 
his valiant participation with Emmett's trial 
gave me, and so many others in the audience. 
a vivid clarity of his role in the civil rigbts 
movement. 
The late, great Medgar Evers played a very 
significant role in the Emmett Till case. It 
was the first secret investigation he led with 
the NAACP and the Till case that played a 
very big part in his life until he was assassi-
nated. In fact, I was able to fmd links to his 
murder to the Emmett Till case. Mr. Evers 
fougbt for years to get justice done in this 
case and, now, to follow the footsteps of this 
great leader, I am truly blessed. 
DE: 
Do you ever think about the Academy 
Awards? Honestly, I mean do you ever 
dream that maybe, just perhaps, it is possible 
that The Untold Story of Emmett Till could 
be nominated in the category for Best 
Documentary Film? 
KB: 
From day one, my focus has always been to 
get the case of Emmett Till reopened. I did 
not care if this was going to be the first and 
last film that I would ever produce. I felt that 
I was obligated to tell this story and bring 
recognition to a case that helped me exists in 
this free society. For a number of years, I 
wondered if anyone would recognize my 
work that would finally get justice for 
Emmett Till and now being at the crossroads 
of this missio~ nothing can compare to what 
I have already accompJjshed. Again, my 
dream was to get this case reopened and help 
bring others who were involved in the mur· 
der to justice. If I should get nominated or 
even win the Oscar, it's just one of the perks 
that I was able to get along the way. 
However, there is no award that will ever 
compare to what I have done and what I am 
continuing to do. My reward has always 
been the response from the public after view· 
ing my film. I hope to wake the conscious-
ness of this generation and through this film, 
I can see the possibilities that it can actually 
be done. 
DE: 
How does that make you feel? 
KB: 
The possibility of being involved in the 
Academy Awards is amazing, but I don't 
need any award to justify what I have already 
accomplished. If I should be blessed to be 
nominated, and even win the Oscar, then I 
would say that the Creator is working his 
plans of my life that is already written. As 
my mother and Mrs. Mobley would say, "If 
its for you, it's for you and no one can ever 
take it away." 
I felt humbled, as I walked away from my 
last meeting with Keith Beauchamp. I fully 
began to realize how much I had originally 
misinterpreted what I thougbt was his youth-
ful arrogance and truly begun to accept his 
passion and desire to change and service oth-
ers. Slowly, the words of that old spiritual 
started to flood my head as I watched Keith 
walk out of sigbt. 
Oh lord, what manner of man is th is? 
All nations in him are blessed 
All things are done by his will 
He spoke to the sea and the sea stood still. 
Now ain't that a witness for my lord 
Ain't that a witness for my lord 
Ain't that a witness for my lord 
My soul is a witness for my lord. 
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Writers o f 
M u t 
"As Ifig/ltfllll doa Ifot come at olfce 
neither tIIose OppnssWIf 
It is bI slIch twilight tIIat we IIlI must be __ of 
ch_ges bI tile air 
-however slight- /at we become victims of tile 
darlutess. ,. 
-Frederic o. Dollglas 
L
et's face it. We are the product of changes. 
Changes are alI around us. Sometimes we do 
not even notice these transformations. One 
of the subtle changes that we least notice is the 
alteration of nature that we humans are responsible 
for. We take our landscape for granted and some-
times disregard how these spaces have been 
formed, created and shaped in time. There are two 
nature writers that address the issue of human alter-
ations in landscape. Jamaica Kincaid in her essay 
"Alien Soil" expresses her sentiment toward the 
character of the Antiguan landscape. At the same 
time microbiologist Rene Dubos offers us his chal-
lenging views on the belief that human alteration of 
nature is destructive. Kincaid takes a closer look at 
how the presence of the British conquest shifted 
the Antiguan landscape and people forever. On his 
side, Dubos takes a closer look at Greek landscape 
and how it helped build Helleuic civilization. 
While both authors take a closer look at the impli-
cations and cultural COII8eqUencetI of human made 
landscapes, they choose to do it in very different 
critical perspectives. Kincaid's undertone is more 
critical and unenthusiastic while Dubos' tone is 
more challenging and triggering the mind to 
approach change in a welcoming way. 
Kincaid starts her essay making a valid statement 
about the British influence in Antiguan life. She 
purposely tittles her essay "Alien Soil" already let-
ting us know bow this landscape of Antigua is a 
foreign landscape, a strange landscape that doesn't 
belong here. She continues by explaining how so 
much of the character of the Antiguans has been 
influence and inherited from their conquerors. . 
Kincaid starts by criticizing the British and the per-
fection of their landscape. Sbe comments: 
"Whatever it is in the character of the English pe0-
ple that lead them to obsessively order and sha~ 
their landscape to such a degree that it looks like a 
painting" (Kincaid 1015). She continues by making 
a statement about the influence of these Europeans 
on the Antiguan landscape. "Ordinary Antiguans" 
as she mentions also haye adopted and inherited 
this way of trimming their gardens from the British 
(1016). Kincaid mentions how the upper classes 
bad gardens in which only flowers were grown 
"This made it even more apparent hat they bad 
some money, in that alI their outside space was 
devoted not to feeding their families but to the 
sheer beauty of things" (1016). This is a trait the 
Antiguans acquire and developed after British 
influence. Kincaid more specifically explains: 
"When these people (the Antiguans) lived under 
the influence of these other people (the English) 
there was a natural attempt among some of them to 
imitate their rulers in this particular way by rear-
rangiJ;lg their landscape. and they did it without 
questions" (1016). 
According to Kincaid, this was the way wealth and 
class were manifested in Antiguan Landscape. 
a n t L a n d 
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Kincaid's attitude towards the British has a nega-
tive tone that is presence in her essay. But Kincaid 
doesn't only blame the British for changing the 
Antiguan landscape. She also explaiDs how in her 
recent visit to the island she noticed how most of 
the plant she saw came from somewhere else. She 
enlists some of this plant detailing where in the 
world they come from. Kincaid discusses how 
Antiguan's relationship with agriculture does not 
please them at alI. "When they (we) were brought 
to this island from Africa a few hundred years ago, 
it was not for their pottery making skill or for their 
way with loom; it was for the free labor they could 
provide for the field" (1019). One of Kincaid's pur-
poses with this essay is to talk about the relation 
Antiguans have with their landscape and how this 
landscape has shaped their lives forever. How it has 
an effect on their culture and the way they live and 
think today. He clearly does this, taking us step by 
step around the landscape and the behaviors that 
surround the island. 
In comparison, Rene Dubos in his essay "A Family 
of Landscapes" addresses how human alterations 
bas shaped what we now recall as the Helleuic 
landscape. Dubos explains: "Since the humaniza-
tion of earth inevitably the results in the destruction 
of the wilderness and of mily loving species that 
depend on it, there is a fundamental conflict 
~ ecological doctrines and human cultures, a 
conflict whose manifestation are most glaring in 
Greece" (453). Dubos hannonionsly starts his 
essay by explaining to his audience how the Greek 
landscape bas been shaped by thousand of years of 
human occupations. He explains how Greece bold 
architecture became clearly visible as a result of 
deforestation and erosion. Furthermore, he clari-
fies: "'What we now regard as the Greek landscape, 
often stark and treeless, is the result of human 
activities. The rock structures were revealed only 
after the felling of the trees, which resulted in 
extensive erosion" (454.) This deforestation of the 
Greek landscape has shaped its culture forever. It 
has affected its people and the outcomes of 
Helleuic society. 
Dubos bring up a question in which he debates that 
maybe the reason for the thinking lucidity of the 
prominent Greek thinkers came from the denuded 
clarity of eir land "Would logic have flourished if 
Greece bad remained covered with and opaque tan-
gle of trees?" (456). Dubos !lI'8Ye"S tliar¢ven ttJough 
the people of Greece impoverished their land by 
destroying the forest, this event had a siguificant 
positive impact on their culture "It revealed-the 
underlying architecture of the area and perhaps 
helped die soaring of the human mind" (456). It 
seems that to the author deforestation of Greece 
bas a very positive aspect on the development of 
logic and Hellenic civilization as a whole. There is 
a positive undertone in this essay that is rarely seen 
in essays concerning the human effect on nature. 
By the end of the essay Dubos convinces his audi-
ence that how even artificial scenery can be a 
source of interest if the eye is ready to experience 
it. 
Jamaica Kincaid and Rene Dubos are both gifted 
writers that offer us insight on the shifting power 
human alter landscape has had on the developing 
cultures of Antigua and Greece. Kincaid explains 
in her essay how the Antiguan landscape has 
s c a p e 
helped build the charscter of her people. On the 
same note Dubos optimistically explains the devel-
opment and construction of Green culture base on 
its surroundings. When looking at both essays the 
reader cannot help bQt to notice the similarities on 
the topic. Both writers are expressing the view on 
how human-created environments are the underly-
ing qualities that have shape people in this lands. 
However, both writers choose to express this view 
in very different tones. While Kincaid's essay tends 
to be morlllpessimistic and secretes a critical under-
tone Dubos' essay tends to be optimistic and bright 
about the ways he expresses the benefits of the 
changes in the landscape. Both writers enlist the 
effect these changes had on people in their respec-
tive land. Antiguans wanted to imitate the British in 
their style of gardening. 
The Greeks developed logic, philosophy, ideas that 
are primary to civilization. At the same time some-
time that can be contrasted between the two essays 
is their agricultural character. While in Kincaid's 
essay the shaping effect is, the caring and mainte-
nance of the land, in Dubos' the destructive, uncar-
ing factor is what bas an effect on the landscape. 
However, both factors have a powerful conse-
quence on their civilizations. 
In summary, we can see how both writers success-
fully express their point of view. Kincaid's argu-
ment touches issues that I think the Antiguans 
wouldn't otherwise have noticed unless they are 
brought to light. It is built into their culture. At e 
same time Dubos' essay offers us a charismatic 
approach that bring a different standpoint to the 
reasons that stimulated Hellenic reasoning. Both 
writers are very talented in expressing their points 
of view. I tend to closely sympathize with them 
because I strongly believe that there is always more 
beneath the surface and, unless it is brought to 
light, we have a hard time noticing how much of an 
impact landscape can have in our live. It is our sur-
roundings. It is the world as we know it. It is every-
thing we are. 
Works Cited 
Dubos, Rene. "A Family of Landscapes." The 
Norton Book of Nature Writing. College Edition. 
Eds. Robert Finch and John Elders. New York and 
London: W.W. Norton and Co, 2002. 453-457. 
Kincaid, Jamaica. "Alien Soil" The Norton Book of . 
Nature Writing. College Edition. Eds. Robert Finch 
and John Elders. New York and London: W.W. 
Norton and Co, 2002. 1015-1022. 
Isaac Polanco was a student In the English 12 sec-
tion of Professor Christina Sassi-Lehner s spring 
2004 class. 
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E,ver since I started at Bronx , Community College, I've wahted to get this out off my chest. I wanted to 
express the love-hate ' relationship I have 
with this school. I decided to wait until this 
moment because I didn't think I had given 
the college the chance to opens its wings and 
grown on me. It is unfair to make a judg-
ment about anything without truly experi-
encing it. 
Now that the end of the second school t~rm 
is approaching, my mind is a little clearer 
about my feelings for BCC. I noticed I am in 
the midst of emotions as I am about to 
approach the middle of my career here. I 
wonder if I am the only students pondering 
these questions. There must be other souls 
sharing my sentiments. 
When I had to make a decision to return to 
college I went back to Hunter to continue 
my education. Unfortunately, timeliness is 
not one of my virtues. I missed registration 
time. At that point I was determined to wait 
a , whole semester to return to college life. 
But sitting in the office of admission at 
Hunter 1 met a brave advisor who encour-
aged me not to miss a whole semester and to 
attend a junior college in the meantime. 
Eventually, I was going to be able to return 
to Hunter where she was would sure I was 
one of the first in line because, for once, I 
wouldn't be late and, two, my previous 
scores allowed me to attend the school. 
But the truth was I did not want to attend any' 
other CUNY college. Transferring around 
was not even a choice. It was too much work 
and too many changes. I wasn't ready to be 
bouncing around CUNY schools all over the 
city. I wanted to go back to the same envi-
ronment I knew before. Furthermore, I did 
not want to attend a community college. I 
would much rather miss a whole semester 
than have to deal with all those changes. I 
also (like many students in senior colleges) 
had the idea that community colleges did not 
really have the structure of a university. 
They were not real colleges. I had the idea 
that students at community colleges couldn't 
perform as well as students in senior univer-
sities and that was the reason they were not 
in a four-year school. I did not want to sur-
round myself in a half-college experience. I 
wanted to be fully emerged in it. I also 
thought that community colleges were for 
underachievers who couldn't come up with 
the scores to attend a four-year institution . . 
They were students behind ill their learning 
who were attending community college 
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either to just get an associate"s degree 
(which did not have any validity to me), or 
they were students who needed extra train-
ing in certain subjects. 
I went home that day without any excite-
ment. I really didn't want to miss the semes-
ter but also had mixed feeling about attend-
ing any their school. I took the 4 train back 
home, as I usually do, to my stop at 
Fordham Road. But this time when I passed 
the Burnside station I stood up and struggled 
to look over the neighborhood of urban 
buildings blocking my view of the gateway 
to success. Just like my visibility, my feel-
ings about attending BCC were blUrry. I 
could only partially see the beneficial side 
this change could bring for me. When I got 
home I said to myself, "It's only a semester; 
it's only two blocks away from home. Come 
on. Give it a chance." 
So I came to BCC with many preconcep-
tions about the college. I must say some of 
theories became a reality once I was ' here. 
Others were just my own ignorance and 
promptly vanished from my mind. One of 
thy main problems with BCC is my lack of 
passion for the classes that I am taking. 
When you are a kid, and even through high 
school, you have an erroneous idea of what 
college is going to be all about. You think 
people in college are bright scholars who are 
taking very advanced courses in the field 
they are pursuing. 
This is not a true case at BCC. We are all ' 
taking ·requirements, and some of us are 
down lower on the ladder, taking remedial 
courses. It seems like it 's so hard to get to 
your goal. How does everyone else do it? 
Because you sometimes are stuck in all 
these requirements that are purely boring, 
you lose a lot of interest in attending school. 
Some senior colleges, for example, allow 
you to attend a certain number of classes 
that focus on your major at the same time 
that you are fulfilling your requirements. At 
this college this is an idea far fetched for 
must students planning to move to the senior 
college environment. 
We need to fulfill- those tedious require-
ments, whether we like the classes or not. 
There is very little self motivation when you 
are taking topics that truly do not interest 
you. The lack of alternative classes on this 
campus that can work towards your curricu-
lum or that will officially transfer to other 
colleges is truly an issue among students. 
We lack higher classes in philosophy, social 
sciences, English, and so forth. Some of us 
23 
might be truly interested in taking advanced 
courses to expand our horizons. 
But Bronx Community College is not to be 
blame for this. Often, all junior college are 
in the same position. BCC's goal is to get 
students out of its womb with an associate's 
degree under their arms. Most professors at 
this college are eager to give you the tools 
for success at the college. If you want to 
shine at BCC, there is no reason not to. You 
are given the tools to do it. 
This is where my love for BCC comes 
about. Ever since I set foot in the door of this 
campus, I have met people who are doing 
the best of their abilities , to push students 
forward and to give them the tools they need 
to be successful here. Once I was here the 
semester flew by. 
During my fIrst semester I noticed all the 
beneficial resources Bronx Community 
College has to offer its students who, other-
wise, wouldn't have had at other institu-
tions. So, as you can see, I decided to stay 
for more than one semester. There are 
opportunities at junior colleges that senior 
college students at the same level wished 
they had. There are scholarships, grants, 
programs, internships, resources , just to 
mention a few, that are out there, and stu-
dents at BCC are not taking advantage of 
them. Because 1 decided to stick around 
BCC a little longer I found my true major. 
Now I know exactly what I want to do, and 
1 no longer have doubts about the field I 
want to pursue. I also might be able to attend 
a private university on scholarship thanks to 
the relationship between BCC and that 
school. These are opportunities I ' wouldn't 
have had if I would've gone to Hunter. 
Don't get me wrong, I truly believe the col-
lege has a lot of area to grow in. From the 
cafeteria to the classroom, there are 101 
things to fix at BCC. But like my mom says, 
"Los trapos sucios se lavan en casa" ("You 
should wash your dirty laundry at home!"). 
This article is reprinted from the May 2005 
issue of The Communicator. 
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©Aveda Corp. 
in the now. 
AVEDA INSTITUTE 
NEWYORK 
Classified A dvertising: 
Money for College 
he Army is currently offering sizeable bonuses 
of up to $20,000. In addition to the cash 
bonuses, you m ay qualify for up to $70,000 
for college through the Montgomery GI Bill 
and Army College Fund. Or you could pay 
b ack up to $65,000 of qualifying student 
loan s through the Army's Loan Repayment 
Program . 
To find out more, call (347) 241-6641. 
FREE ADVERTISING!!!!! 
Attention All Current BCC Students: 
Please note that current BCC students may submit a 
classified advertisement up to 70 words for FREE! 
Please contact bcc_ads@yahoo.com or call 
(718) 289-5445 and ask for the ads department. This 
is an excellent opportunity to sell books, trade class 
info amongst other uses. Note* You will have to sub-
mit a valid bursars receipt or validated student ID for 
this offer. All advertisements and/or articles submit-
ted to The Communicator are subject to review, and may 
or may not be' published at the discretion of the 
newspaper and/or college staff. 
Fringed. Blunt cut. Long and 
layered. Update your image 
- while enjoying the Aveda 
Institute New York difference: 
Signature treatments that go 
above and beyond at relaxed 
prices. Cuts are $18. Hair 
color and texture start at 
$35. All services are 
performed by supervised 
Aveda Institute students. 
Invite style into your life 
- call 21.2-807-1.492 ext. 2 
to schedule your 
appointment today. 
Tune in to what the Army National Guard has to offer: 100% Tuition 
Assistance, $20,000 Student Loan Repayment, and up to $10,000 
Enlistment Bonus. It's called serving your community part-time while 
getting full-time benefits. Visit 1-800-GO-GUARD.COM/ MUSIC today 
and get 3 tunes from iTunes! 
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TRANSFER CENTER 
ROSCOE BROWN STUDENT CENTER • ROOM 302 • (718) 289-5933 
http://vv-ww. bcc.cuny.edu/TransferCounselingl 
About The Transfer 
Center ... 
The Transfer Center provides students 
with comprehensive transfer services 
to inform and facilitate transfer to ap-
propriate senior colleges. Professional 
and peer advising are available as well 
as assistance with college applic~tion 
'and scholarship essays. .The center 
houses a librcu:y with an array of re-
sources including books, catalogs and 
applications. Transfer Talk, the center's 
official newsletter, IS published 
monthly during the academic year and 
I may be found throughout the cam-
pus. Self-Tutorials and other on-line 
resources are available on the Transfer 
Center Web Site: bcc.cuny.edu/ . 
TransferCounseli,:g. 
The Transfer Center also hosts a bian-
nual "Transfer Day" event where stu-
dents can meet admissions representa-
tives from CUNY, SUNY, and other , 
public and private colleges. 
Students are encouraged to visit the 
I Transfer Center as early as possible 
l ~llE~~g!~~~~~~~~~~~~~~E~~~~ : 
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• f The Fall 2005 
ansfer Triathlon! 
\ 
Three days cifmust attend events! 
Monday, October 24, 2005 
& 




'Leatn what it takes to plan strategically 
for transfer. Dispel common transfer 
myths and get the real deal on the 
transfer process and how it can work 
for you. 
*Scholarship Essay Writing Tips 
2-4:00PM 
Don't sell yourself short ... use these tips to write a winning essay! 
*Stu~ents must visit the Tranifer Center to register and receh'e an 
entrance ticket . Enrollment is limited. No one will be admitted 
after workshops begin. 
Tuesday, October 25, 2005 
Learn what's out there waitinofor you ... 
Transfer Day 
12-3:00PM RBSC Rooms 207-208 
Meet representatives from CUNY, 
SUNY and many other colleges and 
~ univ,ersities . They will ~hare informa-
tion about academic programs, admis-
'L~~+--h=--::l sions requirements, fmancial aid and 
scholarships. 
Don't miss this opportunity to educate yourself about bachelor degree 
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Your moodier side might emerge 
this week. But the dark period should pass in time for the party-
loving Lamb to go on a happy gambol with some very special 
people this weekend. 
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Yet again, you show your skill at 
being able to indulge in your love of the arts this week while still 
taking care of practical matters, including some still-unfinished 
business matters. 
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A potential change might appear 
to be what you've been looking for. In any event, consider both 
the negative as well as the positive possibilities before making 
any sort of decision. 
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Relationships continue to dom-
inate your aspect this week on a mostly positive level, with just 
a few problem areas you can smooth over. Also, try to be flexi-
ble about travel plans. 
LEO (July 23 to August 22) You love being on center stage, 
and while you absolutely purr at the sound of all that praise, be 
careful not to take on too many commitments at the expense of 
time spent with loved ones. 
VlRGO (August 23 to September 22) You might feel that you 
need to get involved in a matter concerning a friend or relative. 
But while the issues appear to be cut and dried, they might not 
be. Get more facts' before you act. 
LlBRA (September 2a to October 22) -A "suggestion about a 
policy change could create heated reactions. Keep your mind 
open and resist joining in with naysayers unless they can show 
a real basis for their position. 
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) While potential 
career changes warrant your interest, don't ignore current job 
responsibilities. A personal relationship can also benefit from 
more of your attention. 
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Don't guess at 
what the facts might be if you hope to make the best decision 
possible. The wise course is to ask direct questions and act on 
the answers you get. 
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Your efforts 
involving that pesky problem should soon show positive signs of 
being resolved. This would allow you to shift some of your focus 
in another direction. 
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) While you enjoy well-
deserved praise for getting a difficult job done, there's no time to 
relax. A new challenge looms. Expect more support from a 
once-strong critic. 
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) You might still have 
explaining to do about your decision, but support grows as you 
continue to make your case. You might also want to start mak-
ing plans for the upcoming holidays. 
BORN THIS' WEEK: You insist on making decisions based on 
facts, not on popular opinions. Have you considered a career in 
science? 
(c) 2005 King Features Synd., Inc. 
Super Crossword 
--------- Answers ---------
College is in your plans. You've got the brains to see it through. 
And thanks to the Army National Guard, you also have a way to 
pay for it all with the Montgomery GI Bill, Tuition Assistance and 
extra state benefits. Most Guard members se(Ve one weekend a 
month and two weeks a year, so you'll still have time 
for friends antt family. A degree is waiting for New york 
you. So join the ~eam that will help you get it. r." IIftJ" 
In the Army National Guard, YOU CAN! I '. GUARD 
, 'YOU CAN 
\......~ .. ~~.~ ..... ----.~ .. ~~~ ... ~.-.~~ ... 
1·800·GO·GUARD • www.I·800.GO.GUARD.com 
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POETRY CORNER 
Harmony is a Perfect Love 
By Willette Pendergrass 
Harmony is a perfect Love 
Two bodies One song 
Two people dancing on beat to the same beat 
Two minds on the same frequency 
Two hearts beating as one 
Two spirits living in the same time 
And two souls uniting in their vibe 
In accepting their truths 
Creating their joys 
And living their dreams 
One Home, One Love, and On God 
That's Harmony 
In order to have Harmony you have to know how to Pick the right Fruit 
Picking the right Fruit 
Having .a good looking body that's like adding sugar to fruit, but the most important thing 
Is the spirit that, that body is attached to 
Because you can have a great looking body just like the tastiest fruit 
But if your spirit is bitter and sour, you know like some fruit juice 
Then it really doesn't matter what bodies .s tempting like the tastiest fruit 
Because me I'd 'run like the Devil was attached to your shoe 
'Now, if I don't that means I'm empty all in ah over some fruit 
Whose spirit is bitter and sour to boot 
Lets say your spirit is alright and your body is too 
That make the greatest love 
You know like adding sugar to fruit, but me I'll take the best of the two 
A wonderful spirit is all that I ask of you 
Because we can work with your ~ody using good old exercise and eating health foods 
. And if your face and body is distorted we can work with that too 
It's just my belief that the beautiful power of the spirit really is the tastiest part of the fruit 
